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Who Am I? 
Who am I? 
I thought I had that resolved a while ago. 
But something has changed. 
Now, 
stripped of culture, 
stripped of language, 
stripped of family, friends, 
even church. 
Who am I when I'm stripped 
of all that previously defined who I am? 
In this more slowly paced life I am free to search. 
I can learn who I am apart from my familiar labels. 
My innermost thoughts turn to God. 
I say, "Lord, I am Brethren in Christ, I am a physical 
therapist, I am a Neff and a Brubaker. But those 
things mean nothing here. Lord, who am I now?" 
And the Lord replies, 
"Let go. Empty yourself and then listen. 
Allow me to speak to your soul? 
I am learning to listen. 
In the mystical silence of prayer I meet you. 
I come into your presence 
and wait. 
You whisper to me 
that my being transcends my culture, 
transcends my family, my profession, 
even 
my religion. 
Who I am does not depend on my surroundings. 
Who I am depends on my relationship to you. 
When I am centered in you, I know who I am. 
I am your daughter; you are my Father. 
And I love you. 
—Martha W. Neff Brubaker 
Dave talks with Domingo, a neighbor and friend. 
Who do people 
say that we are? 
Reflections on sharing God's love 
in a new context 
by Dave Brubaker 
I sat across from the skinny, dark 
neighbor who had become my friend. 
"Domingo," I began, "we've lived 
here now for about four months. Most 
of our neighbors have met us or know 
about us. You know most everybody 
around here, so tell me . . . . Who do 
people say that we are? Why do they 
think we're here?" 
Domingo scratched his curly black 
head. 
"Well," he replied, "everybody knows 
that you are an American and that 
you're rich. Some people think that 
you're living here because you're a cheap-
skate. They say that you could live in 
Boa Viagem (a wealthy neighborhood) 
but instead you live here to save money." 
"Is that the only explanation you've 
heard?" 
"Oh no," he answered. "Some people 
say that you're really a politician. You 
go around helping people so that when 
the election comes everyone will vote for 
you." 
"But that's ridiculous!" I protested. 
"I'm an American and can't run for any 
political office here in Brazil!" Timidly, I 
asked again, "What else do people say?" 
"Everybody knows that your wife has 
been helping several of the poorest 
women here," he answered. "Some peo-
ple think that she does such good deeds 
in order to have a better afterlife." 
I sat quietly for a minute, almost 
chuckling at the absurdity of it all. 
Finally I looked up. 
"And you, Domingo. Why do you 
think we are here?" 
He hesitated long enough to make me 
uncomfortable, then began, "You've told 
me that your church sent you here to 
help people. I don't know why else. . . ." 
Our Context 
Martha and I live in a poor communi-
ty on the edge of Recife, a city of about 
two million people. The hills around us 
are covered by colorfully painted mud 
and stick houses with tile roofs. Most of 
in ft]is issue. 
Since this is an election year in the U.S., the thoughts of some sisters and brothers 
turn to matters political. A recent seminar in Canada on the subject of Christians and 
politics is summarized on pages 10-12, with two Dialogue contributors sharing their 
views on the subject on pages 28-29. 
Traditionally, the text of the General Conference Sermon is published in the July 
Visitor and distributed to Conference delegates following the session in which the 
sermon is preached. This year is no exception. Of course, preparing the text more 
than a month in advance is difficult at best, so delegates will be understanding should 
Dr. Schrag's sermon digress a bit from the article beginning on page 5. Plans are for 
the August issue to feature reports on the General Conference. 
Please note carefully the announcement about the Visitor's writing contest (see 
page 30). If there is sufficient interest, this may become the "first annual" such contest 
sponsored by the magazine. 
our neighbors work in the city as un-
skilled workers—street cleaners, maids 
or construction day laborers. Many are 
unemployed. Those with jobs usually 
earn less than $100.00 per month. 
Most of our neighbors identify them-
selves as Catholic, although we have not 
yet met one who attends mass regularly. 
A small but zealous group of families 
belongs to an Assembly of God (Pen-
tecostal) church near our valley. 
The most active religious group in our 
community is a spiritist group. The 
adherents practice a blend of saint wor-
ship and African spiritism known as 
Xango. Every Sunday night we hear 
their drums and cries as they celebrate a 
ritual of dancing and offerings. Some-
times loud spiritist music competes with 
blaring gospel music, producing a caco-
phony that can only be described as 
"unique." 
Although Mennonite Central Com-
mittee has been in northeast Brazil for 
15 years, we are the first MCCers to 
work in this community. We entered the 
community at the invitation of the 
Catholic church, and continue to sup-
port the parish through regular attend-
ance at services. 
We have told our neighbors that we 
are Protestants but we attend the local 
Catholic church since there are no Ana-
baptist churches here. The confusion 
over whether we are really Protestant or 
Catholic persists. The only Catholic 
workers they have ever met are single 
nuns and priests. The only Protestant 
church workers they know are pastors, 
sent to plant new churches. Which are 
we? 
Roberto's Counsel 
One evening I was sharing some of 
my frustrations and identity conflicts 
with our friend and pastor, Father 
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Roberto. He encouraged us to accept 
misunderstandings and mistakes as part 
of serving. 
"They didn't understand what Jesus 
was up to when he was here either," 
Roberto noted. 
"Yes, but at least they never thought 
he was trying to save money by living as 
a nomad," I countered. 
"Concentrate on loving the people," 
he stressed. "They won't remember how 
many houses you built or how many 
classes you gave. They will remember 
how you loved them." 
"But we've been here for months try-
ing to love people, and they still don't 
understand us," I complained. 
Roberto looked at me kindly. "Your 
love isn't adequate," he said, "and it 
never will be. You need to let the love of 
God flow through you to them. The 
most important motivation for service 
that you have is God's love. Let it con-
trol all that you do. You'll still make 
mistakes. You'll still be misunderstood. 
But with time people will begin to see 
God's love in you and be drawn to it." 
Reflections 
It's been six months since Domingo 
shared his observations with me, and 
three months since Father Roberto gave 
us his counsel. Since then, the Lord has 
led us to start a children's Bible club and 
to be more open in sharing our faith. We 
sense that more people are understand-
ing our Christian motivation for being 
here. 
For a time I tried to convince practi-
cally everyone I met that we were here to 
share God's love. But while I was trying 
to change everyone else's impression of 
me, the Lord came and asked to change 
me. 
"Open your heart to me," God said, 
"and let me fill you with my love. Don't 
worry about the impressions you leave, 
but trust me to take care of them. Your 
worry is part of your pride, and shows 
that you don't fully trust me. Let me 
come and change you, so that others will 
see me reflected in you." 
So be it, Lord. Help me to be a better 
reflection of your love. 
Dave and Martha Brubaker are halfway 
through a three-year term with MCC in north-
east Brazil. Dave works in the MCC office as 
assistant program director and part-time in 
their local community. Martha is a physical 
therapist, but is working primarily in social 
service with poor families. 
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by R. Donald Shafer 
I 
What do you do when you see a per-
son who has been teaching a Sunday 
school class obviously departing from 
the standards of the church? Most Chris-
tians have plenty to say and lots to talk 
about with other believers when such 
behavior is exhibited. But the question 
is, what do we do? What we do, the 
action we take, depends on our belief 
and commitments. It also has a lot to do 
with how well we know the person who 
has stumbled. 
Perhaps most of us are convinced that 
all of our church standards are entirely 
biblical, and to depart from any of them 
should call for some kind of discipline. 
But one might observe that, while the 
Bible has not changed except for trans-
lations and versions, our manuals and 
minutes on church standards have been 
re-written, revised and changed quite 
frequently. And if we will look at photo-
graphs (they were once taboo because 
they were graven images!), we know the 
standards and practices of the church 
have changed. And we might even find it 
amusing to note some of the actions of 
the church years ago. We should be 
reminded that some of our standards 
may look strange to later generations, 
should the Lord not come in 1984. Can 
you imagine how funny some of our 
worship patterns and church furnish-
ings might look, or music sound, thirty 
years from now? And what we spend 
our money on does speak to our 
standards. 
To further complicate matters, we 
have standards in our present literature 
that obviously are viewed differently by 
brothers and sisters. We might just men-
tion the Lord's Supper, the scriptural 
head covering, and washing the saints' 
Don Shafer is concluding his term as 
bishop of the Midwest and Pacific Confer-
ences, and will become General Secretary for 
the Brethren in Christ Church this summer. 
feet, not to mention water baptism or 
the holy kiss. But we have learned how 
to differ on some standards and still 
understand each other and love one 
another, in peace, of course. 
But what happens when a brother or 
sister breaks step or stumbles in a prac-
tice that is not acceptable to the group in 
which they are involved? When respected 
church members use vulgar language or 
use drugs, alcohol or tobacco—which is 
obviously not consistent with Brethren 
in Christ standards, we tend to react 
quickly and harshly. What do we do 
when we hear others criticize and talk 
about others, and insist on having their 
own way? What do we do when "long 
standing" members exhibit a lifestyle 
that is not the normal practice? And if 
someone commits adultery (but they are 
well respected and give large gifts to the 
church), what do we do? 
Well, let's face it, the saints will stum-
ble, whether they are young or old, new-
comers or old-timers, rich or poor, 
because we are all created in the image 
of God, and that means we are free to do 
what we choose to do. Let's remember 
the biblical record that Abraham lied, 
Moses murdered, David committed adul-
tery, Noah was drunk, and they are all 
listed with the faithful in Hebrews 11. 
Judas took his life, Peter denied Jesus, 
Paul and Peter disputed, and Euodia 
and Syntyche were at each other, and 
the list goes on. 
And the centuries of church history 
haven't really brought a lot of correction 
to stumbling. Some of us still over-eat, 
gossip, lust, cheat on the law of the land 
(speeding and taxes, for two). And even 
if you obey all the commandments from 
your youth, my guess is that you haven't 
"sold all" to follow Jesus. 
The point of this article is that we 
need to "get our act together" on two 
major issues. The first is the area of 
standards. I for one am pleased that our 
brotherhood has been and is now striv-
ing to articulate biblical guidelines in-
stead of legalistic standards. However, 
we need to have clear and common 
understandings on what we believe and 
what we expect and will tolerate in the 
Christian community. Local churches 
will need to deal with the areas of disci-
pleship and discipline. 
And you can't have discipline unless 
you first have discipleship. We will need 
to spend some time in local churches 
determining what is culture and what is 
Christ's way of life. The first step is to 
clearly articulate our common under-
standings and expectations. 
The second step is what to do when 
someone stumbles. I have noted how 
quickly people tend to run to a pastor or 
even to a bishop to correct someone else. 
We like to get someone to "take our 
case" or use an authority figure to get 
our own way. The Bible reminds us to 
take heed lest we stumble, and to be 
careful of accusations. The biblical pat-
tern of dealing with stumblers is to re-
store, and to do that gently. If we have a 
difference, we need to talk directly with 
the one who offended and only bring in 
another party when communication 
breaks down. And when a person stum-
bles, the person they love and trust the 
most should be the one to express the 
concern. 
It is helpful to ask why a brother or 
sister would deviate from church stand-
ards. It is necessary that we care enough 
to confront. (An accusation needs to be 
handled as a confrontation of truth 
spoken in love.) It is wise to move with 
caution. It is essential to surround those 
who confront with supportive prayer. 
And it is indeed a healthy church board 
that can prayerfully and carefully deal 
with those who have fallen. 
When a group of Christians care 
enough about each other, they will not 
only talk about scriptural and church 
standards, but practice them. And when 
we are truly loving each other, it will 
attract others. It is costly to help each 
other when we stumble. It will mean we 
don't always get our own way. But the 
church should be the first place people 
turn to when they fall. The church 
should be a hospital for sinners, not a 
museum for saints. 
We really do need each other to be 
God's people. And when we are building 
each other up in the faith, we will be 
keeping both scriptural and church 
standards. And that is when stumbling 
can become a stepping stone to even 
better church standards. • 
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1984 GENERAL CONFERENCE SERMON 
T h e M a t u r e of 
/Christ's f a m i l y 
by Martin H. Schrag 
Conversion: becoming 
a part of Christ's family 
We become part of Christ's family 
through conversion. In Ephesians 2:1-
10, Paul sharply contrasts the dire straits 
of the lost with the spiritual riches of the 
saved. Listen to him. Once you were 
spiritually dead—not running a fever or 
in the intensive care unit, but DEAD— 
but now in Christ we have been resur-
rected—made alive!—given a new heart, 
a new community and a new mission. 
Once we were enslaved to the Devil, but 
now together with all the saints we live 
under Christ's lordship. What a change 
of commanders! From the crafty Satan 
to the crucified Christ. 
Once we followed the ways of the 
world, or as J. B. Phillips has it: "we 
drifted along in the stream of this world's 
ideas of living" (Eph. 2:2)—floating 
along, absorbing ideas of reputation, 
status, success, prosperity and conform-
ity. But now, having ascended with 
Christ, we are seated together with 
Christ in the heavenly age. We have 
become members of Christ's family liv-
ing in his new age! "When anyone is 
united with Christ, there is a new world; 
the old order has gone, and the new 
order has already begun" (2 Cor. 5:17, 
NEB). 
Once we lived sensually, gratifying 
the cravings of our senses, as if we were 
highly developed animals, but now in 
Christ we devote ourselves to the good 
deeds for which we were created. Yes, 
we were chosen to be holy and blame-
Dr. Martin Schrag was recently honored 
by Messiah College for 30 years of distin-
guished service as Professor of History of 
Christianity. He and his wife Dorothy live in 
Grantham, Pa. 
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less. Lastly, Paul tells us that once we 
lived "under the dreadful judgment of 
God" (Eph. 2:3, NEB), but now God 
loves us and showers us with every spir-
itual blessing. Let us not forget, all this is 
of grace. 
So we see that Paul calls for a deci-
sive, life-changing new birth experience. 
It begins with a personal surrender to 
Christ and extends to encompass a 
whole new world view. Christ has be-
come our Lord, our social identity is 
Christ's family and, Spirit empowered, 
we are sent forth on a global mission. A 
deep down depth conversion, to the core 
of our being, is basic. Luke Keefer Jr. 
said it well the last time General Confer-
ence was held at Grantham: "No amount 
of nurture will make up for [a] shallow-
ness of conversion."1 
When we are born from 
above, we become a 
part of Christ's 
family. Union with 
Christ means union 
with all others who 
have accepted Christ. 
Let's be clear—when we are born 
from above, we become a part of Christ's 
family. Union with Christ means union 
with all others who have accepted Christ. 
We are all joint partakers of God's 
grace, we all share in Christ's salvation, 
and we all are indwelt by the same Holy 
Spirit. To put it another way, when we 
accept Christ as Savior, we also accept 
him as the head of the body, the church. 
Christ is not to be divided. Charles Col-
son, the post-Watergate Christian, is 
right: "Many Christians think of con-
version as personal and private. But 
being converted is not just being . . . 
'saved' . . . from one's sinful past, it is 
being joined to a holy God and his peo-
ple."2 When we receive a new heart, we 
enter a new community. 
The Cross: the basis of peace 
in Christ's family 
In Ephesians 2:11-22, Paul power-
fully makes the point that it was on the 
cross that Christ secured the peace 
which is to characterize the church. 
Paul's starting point is the deep divide 
between Jew and Gentile. Up to the time 
of Christ, the Gentiles had no part in 
salvation history. Remember (Paul tells 
his Gentile readers), you were "utter 
strangers to God's chosen community, 
Israel" (Eph. 5:12, JBP). You did not 
experience being called by God, being 
liberated from Egypt, and being citizens 
of the Kingdom of God. You did not 
enter into the promises of a new future. 
Yes, you were without God, without 
Christ, and without hope. 
But in Christ all this changed. Paul 
wrote, "but in Christ Jesus you who 
were once far away have been brought 
near through the shedding of Christ's 
blood" (Eph. 2:19). Note the basic point. 
It was through the cross that Christ 
secured the peace between Jew and Gen-
tile. Christ's work on the cross provided 
for both personal peace with God and 
peace within the fellowship of believers. 
The cross is central in our understand-
ing of the new birth, but is it as central in 
our realizing the loving and sharing 
community? On the day of Pentecost 
Peter, having identified the cross, called 
upon the people to repent and believe. 
Immediately a fellowship of one mind, 
one heart, and one love sprang into 
existence. Praise the Lord! Christ's cross 
can make us true brothers and sisters in 
Christ. 
Paul continues by stating that Christ 
became the basis of the Jew-Gentile 
harmony by "destroying the barrier, the 
dividing wall of hostility" (Eph. 2:14). 
The literal barrier was the wall that kept 
Gentiles outside the inner courts of the 
Temple. But the real iron curtain was 
the "passionate, totalitarian bellicose" 
animosity that separated the two peo-
ples. The Good News Bible indicates 
that the barrier caused the two to see 
each other as enemies. And enemies they 
were: The Jews had an intense contempt 
for the Gentiles and the Gentiles spread 
all kinds of evil rumors about the Jews. 
But Christ is in the business of turning 
enemies of God into lovers of God. This 
he did on the cross by putting "to death 
their hostility" (Eph. 2:16), bringing Jew 
and Gentile into one body—the body of 
Christ. Enemies became friends then, 
and today black and white, western and 
oriental, rich and poor, capitalist and 
proletariat can become one in Christ. 
British evangelical scholar F. F. Bruce 
has written that 
no iron curtain, colour bar, class 
distinction or national frontier of 
today is more absolute than the 
cleavage between Jew and Gentile 
was in antiquity. The greatest tri-
umph of the gospel in apostolic 
times was it overcame this long-
standing estrangement and enabled 
Jew and Gentile to become truly 
one in Christ.3 
Social cleavages usually take centuries 
to heal; Jesus bridged the chasm in three 
years. He indeed is the peacemaker—the 
creator of shalom. 
Not only did Christ destroy the wall 
of hostility, he through the cross created— 
note, created—something new: "in him-
self one new man out of the two" (Eph. 
3:15). The church is one new man. In 
Christ we are a new creation, both indi-
vidually and corporately. Paul depicts 
the church as one man. The head is 
Jesus Christ. Its body, responding to the 
direction of the head, consists of indi-
vidual organs cooperating with one 
another. One new man—what a picture 
of unity. 
The New Testament church demon-
strated this loving unified community. It 
transcended the racial, tribal, and na-
tional loyalties as Jews, Samaritans, the 
Ethiopian eunuch, Cornelius, the Roman 
centurion, and other Greeks and Ro-
mans gave themselves to a common life. 
Yes, there were people like Ananias and 
Sapphira. Also, the Epistles have given 
ample evidence that there were quarrels 
and dissensions in the churches. 
This was especially true in Corinth. 
And how does Paul respond to the 
Corinthian factionalism? He cries, "Is 
Christ divided?" Then he teaches them 
that Christ, not local leaders, head the 
church; that they need to be concerned 
about eating meat offered to idols, as it 
may fracture the unity of the body; that 
the individual gifts are to contribute to 
the whole as organs of the body work 
together making one person; and that 
love is the highest fruit of the Spirit. The 
same concern for unity, equality, and 
mutuality is manifested in Paul taking 
up the offering for the Jerusalem church. 
Yes, the New Testament church had 
its problems, as do all human families. 
At the same time the apostles in their 
letters indicated that living in love was 
possible by the power of the Spirit. The 
ideal and goal was concisely stated by 
Paul: 
. . . Christ loved the church and 
gave himself up for her to make 
her holy, cleansing her by the 
washing with water through the 
word, and to present her to him-
self as a radiant church, without 
stain or wrinkle or any other blem-
ish, but holy and blameless (Eph. 
5:25-27). 
What Christ did can more fully be 
understood when seen in the context of 
the Fall. The garden of Eden was the 
kingdom of God in miniature. The orig-
inal harmony was shattered by the Fall. 
As a result, man was in rebellion against 
God, at war within himself, selfishly in 
tension with other humans, and in a 
struggle with nature. It was a world 
'Tilled with violence" (Gen. 6:13), with 
greed, confusion, divisions and oppres-
sion. 
It was into this kind of a world—a 
world of barriers, cages, and barricades— 
that Jesus came, and overcame these 
human divisions based on attitudes of 
superiority and inferiority. It was on the 
cross that Christ made provisions for 
the leveling of the walls and the restora-
tion of the original harmony—now in 
spiritual and moral maturity. 
If the family of God can be the broth-
erhood community, we begin to see that 
it has real meaning in itself. That is to 
say, the church is more than the pro-
claimer of a message. It is more than the 
result of a message—an alumni associa-
tion of the saved. As the new social har-
mony, which has overcome the ruptured 
relations of the Fall, it is itself the mes-
sage. You people who live in isolation, 
alienation, in aloneness, in hostility with 
others—you people come, accept Christ's 
work on the cross, and become a part of 
a community where love is practiced. 
The Apostle John gave the command 
to his disciples that they love one another 
so that all people would know they are 
Christ's disciples (Jn. 13:34-35). Christ 
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Christ's work on the cross provided for both personal peace 
with God and peace within the fellowship of believers. 
The cross is central in our understanding of the new birth, 
but is it as central in our realizing the loving and caring community? 
also asked for the kind of union between 
himself and the believers which charac-
terized the union between God the Father 
and God the Son. In Christ there came 
into being a new community—a light on 
the hill—that beckons to the weary to 
come and rest in the bosom of the com-
munity. Evangelical theologian Francis 
Schaeffer has written that the church is 
to be God's " 'pilot plant,' where men 
can see in our congregations and mis-
sions a substantial healing of all the di-
visions, the alienations, [that] man's 
rebellion has produced."4 
With this understanding, we can see 
that the harmonious community is the 
beginning of the consummated king-
dom of Revelation 21. The loving com-
munity may not always be what it 
should be, but that fulness will be real-
ized when Christ returns to establish his 
kingdom. 
I want us now to center our attention 
on the need of fostering fellowship and 
interaction within the international body 
of Christ. We are excessively separated 
by culture and nationality. In our time, 
evangelicals from Nicaragua and the 
United States have sought to develop 
understandings that go beyond the nar-
row and tribal views of the two govern-
ments involved. 
Evangelicals for a long time have seen 
the global scope of the Great Commis-
sion, but only in recent years are we 
beginning to grasp the international 
nature of the church. David Howard, 
Director of World Evangelical Fellow-
ship, wrote about attending a meeting of 
the European Evangelical Alliance held 
in East Germany. Of that gathering, 
which included Christians from West-
ern European countries and from nations 
such as Hungary, East Germany and the 
Soviet Union, Howard wrote, "it was a 
time of heart-warming fellowship."5 
The Mennonite Central Committee 
has carried on transnational conversa-
tions through repeated contacts with 
Russian Baptists and Mennonites. In 
one of these visits, a long-time leader of 
the Russian evangelicals stated that "the 
Christians of our two countries must 
meet and work together more for two 
reasons: for the unity of Christ's church 
and the peace of God's world."6 That 
says it, we can do no less. 
We are World Christians. We put 
God's love for all people first. No 
race is superior to another, no 
country is more loved than another, 
no country is dearer than another. 
We don't put our nation's econ-
omy before God's economy. He 
tells us to seek first His Kingdom.1 
For the first time in world history, there 
is in the Christian faith a global religion. 
Let's feel that in our bones and act on it. 
In our own brotherhood there is a 
growing sense that we are a worldwide 
fellowship. At the last General Confer-
ence, Brother Tojo of Japan spoke to us 
incisively on the subject of "Infiltrating 
Culture." Then recently I read about 23 
English language students associated 
with the Brethren in Christ church in 
Japan who will be spending two to four 
weeks with Brethren in Christ families in 
the Lancaster-Manor area. Further, our 
mission board has and will continue to 
organize visits of interested persons to 
mission fields. In addition, there is to be 
a meeting of leaders of all Brethren in 
Christ churches to be held in France 
prior to the Mennonite World Confer-
ence: leaders from India, Zambia, Zim-
babwe, Nicaragua, Japan, Cuba, Eng-
land, Canada, and the United States. 
These developments foster our common 
understanding of the faith and energize 
our outreach programs. 
The visit Dorothy and I had to Zim-
babwe and Zambia was a rich expe-
rience. There we saw the Brethren in 
Christ way of living, African style— 
passion for evangelism, planting of 
churches, nurturing brotherhood, ex-
pressing compassion for the poor and 
questing for holiness and discipleship. 
God has called us to our particular mis-
sion. He wants our understanding of the 
faith spread abroad. 
One of the major denials of global 
brotherhood is war. Nationalism can 
become a religion, and we may assume 
the nation is infallible. All of us know 
that in the body of Christ there are 
American and Russian Christians, Israeli 
and Arab Christians, Pakistani and 
Indian Christians, Honduran and Nica-
raguan Christians. In the Vietnam War 
there were Christians on both sides. 
Paul's question is to the point, "Is Christ 
divided?" It is a sad fact that we Chris-
tians often allow our governments to 
define who are our enemies and deter-
mine how we will deal with them. 
Governments typically are hostile to 
their enemies; Christians are to love 
theirs. At the personal level, our old 
nature moves us to retaliate against our 
enemies; our new nature calls on us to 
love our enemies. 
An incident from World War II shows 
us how Christ turns enemies into 
brothers. 
Consider what happened through 
two soldiers in a jungle in World 
War II. One was an American, a 
bayonet at his back. The other was 
a Japanese. His job was to kill the 
American. The American not long 
before had seen his five mates 
stabbed and murdered and now it 
looked like his turn. [He began to 
recall the words,]"Though I walk 
in the valley of the shado w of death, 
. . . . Then he heard himself sing-
ing a hymn. . . . After a moment 
the American noticed there was 
no more bayonet pressure on his 
back. To his astonishment he saw 
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the Japanese walking not behind 
but beside him. He too was sing-
ing! . . . then they both laughed. 
Soon they were swapping expe-
riences. Years before the Ameri-
can in a Church-school project 
had helped send a picture to a 
kindergarten in Japan. The Japa-
nese as a youngster had attended 
that kindergarten. . . . The talk 
turned to the problems that 
haunted those two young men. 
. . . What did it mean to be a 
part of a fellowship that Jesus 
started and that could not be 
crushed™ 
In summary, Christ's death brought 
people separated by all kinds of walls 
together into the unity of Christ's fam-
ily. He created one new man. This new 
social harmony within the brotherhood 
calls upon us to be world Christians, 
spreading the good news and sharing 
God's love. We read that Christ "gave 
himself for us to redeem us from all 
wickedness and to purify for himself a 
people that are his very own, eager to do 
what is good" (Titus 2:14). 
The Resurrection: the inauguration 
of God's master plan 
We have looked at the greatness of 
God's grace in that he saved us. Second-
ly, we noted a yet fuller measure of his 
compassion by making peace possible in 
Christ's family. Now we will try to 
fathom the biggest expression of God's 
love—his master plan. 
The first outlines of that master plan 
are sketched in the Old Testament. God 
called Abram, promising him a people 
and a land, and that through his seed all 
the peoples of the earth would be blessed. 
Those promises were given shape when 
God redeemed Israel from slavery and 
gave his chosen people the promised 
land. Under God, the Israelites were to 
be a community of accord and concord, 
attracting people by the quality of their 
group life. 
But sin, not God reigned; injustice, 
not brotherhood, rolled on like a river. 
In the darkness of judgment,the prophets 
foretold of the coming of a new age, a 
new family, with a new mission. In the 
fulness of time Jesus inaugurated the 
kingdom of God, giving it historical vis-
ibility in the church. 
The fuller New Testament revelation 
of the master plan is given to us by Paul 
in Ephesians 1. Although Paul is in 
chains, he is inspired by the Holy Spirit 
to see the cosmic, universal nature of 
God's master program. The first chapter 
is an outburst of adoration and praise 
for a plan that incorporates the totality 
of reality from eternity to eternity—yea, 
including all eternity. 
Paul in effect tells his readers: do not 
see the key to the meaning of existence 
in Caesar and the Roman Empire, not in 
Alexander the Great and Hellenistic civ-
ilization, not in Plato and Greek philos-
ophy, but in Jesus Christ and the Church. 
In Christ, the fundamental secret of real-
ity is revealed. In him, God's cosmic, 
all-including plan is unveiled. 
Now the source of this Himalayan 
master design is God the Father. This is 
what he did. Because of his overflowing 
love, he chose and predestined us before 
the foundation of the world to the end 
that we might be holy and blameless— 
being the holy family of God. To gain 
this end God raised up Christ from the 
dead, seated him at his right hand far 
above all principalities, placed all things 
under his feet and appointed him head 
of all things. So, we Christians know 
that Christ is preeminent (no other 
gods), having disarmed and defeated the 
Devil and his henchmen. 
True, the war is not yet finished. 
Christ will reign until "he has put all his 
enemies under his feet" (1 Cor. 15:25). 
And Christians are to enter into the vic-
torious struggle against the evil princi-
palities and powers (Eph. 6:12). The 
final victory in God's grand strategy will 
come when "all things in heaven and 
earth" are brought "together under one 
head, even Christ" (Eph. 1:10). God's 
chief instrument in achieving the final 
consummation is to be the church. 
Do you get the picture? Before the 
foundations of the earth were laid and to 
the consummation of the kingdom, God 
has, is, and will carry out his all-encom-
passing program. The book of Revela-
tion describes it in terms of the new 
heaven and the new earth, and the new 
Jerusalem. Listen: "I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, 'Now the dwell-
ing of God is with men, and he will live 
with them. They will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them and be 
their God' " (Rev. 21:3). Yes, God will 
rule and love his people and they in turn 
will worship God and love one another. 
It will be a time without death, without 
tears, and without sin. All things will be 
new, the old age having passed away. 
Praise the Lord! 
Such will be the course of events. The 
question is, what does this mean for us 
today? First, God is at the master con-
trol of history. With the New Testament 
Christians, we are often puzzled as to 
just what God is doing today, especially 
given the enormous and ultimate evils of 
our times. One thing we must avoid is 
giving our time in trying to figure out the 
timetable of the last days, as did the 
individual who noted that President 
Ronald Wilson Reagan had six letters in 
each of three names.9 No, as Paul 
instructs the Thessalonian Christians, 
we are to concentrate on the work and 
witness to which God has called us. We 
do so because we know that not only is 
God in control of history, God is shap-
ing history to his purposes. 
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The church is more than the proclaimer of a message. 
It is more than the result of a message— 
an alumni association of the saved. 
As the new social harmony, which has overcome the 
ruptured relations of the Fall, it is itself the message. 
Secondly, God's triumph gives us 
confidence in our Christian walk. We 
have already tasted heaven, sitting in the 
heavenly realms with Christ. We have 
already been transferred "from the domin-
ion of darkness" to the "kingdom of the 
Son he loves" (Col. 1:13). We know the 
"old self' has been crucified and we 
"have the firstfruits of the Spirit" (Rom. 
6:6; 8:23). In total, we are already living 
by the power and values of the new age. 
Yet our quest is not complete. We 
have experienced enough to know we 
want the fulness of salvation. We strive 
to be disciples and we rejoice for we 
know in heaven "we shall be like him" (1 
Jn. 3:2). We treasure our fellowship and 
we look forward to being among those 
"from every nation, tribe, people and 
language, standing before the throne" 
(Rev. 7:9). With Paul we "groan inward-
ly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as 
sons . . . . (Rom. 8:23). Christ's vic-
tory gives us the assurance our salvation 
will be complete. 
Christ's success also gives us vision 
and energy in our Christian ministry. 
We are not isolated animals living in a 
world without meaning. On the con-
trary, when we do Christ's work we 
build for eternity. Thus we should pro-
claim the good news, foster brother-
hood, minister to the needy, and work 
against evil as we never did before. It is 
in Christ's family that we together study 
the Word, clarify our values, discern the 
mind of Christ and are empowered by 
the Holy Spirit. From that base we go 
out. Vernon Grounds, the Baptist theo-
logian, has written that "the church is an 
army marching forth to a summons of a 
trumpet that will never sound retreat 
. . . ."10 Right on! The church doing 
God's work moved forward in confi-
dence because ahead is, in the words of 
Peter, "an inheritance that can never 
perish, spoil or fade . . ."(1 Pet. 1:4). 
In the fourth place, God's summing 
up of all things in heaven and on earth 
points to a concern for the whole of 
creation. Christians cannot limit their 
actions to the church and its outreach. A 
prophetic witness and work needs to 
evaluate all of life. Example 1: We live in 
a time in which nature is being ravaged 
by pollution, toxic wastes, and the 
squandering of natural resources. Given 
our Christian teaching on stewardship, 
we cannot stay on the beach, but must 
get into the water. 
Example 2: We are growing in our 
awareness of the injustices in our socie-
ties: racism, poverty/famine, demonic 
governments, political and religious 
prisoners, and economic oppression. 
True, we cannot expect unbelievers to 
abide by Christian absolutes, but we can 
call on them to live by their own ideals. 
In the United States these are spelled out 
in terms of life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness. We are responsible to use 
all legitimate means to move the larger 
society to those approximations of jus-
tice that can be realized in the larger 
society. The concern regarding human 
rights is rooted in man being made in the 
image of God. 
Example 3: Christians are becoming 
more and more aware of the sacredness 
of human life. The millions of abortions, 
the many wars and the question of capi-
tal punishment all are issues we are 
called upon to consider. Our historic 
attitude toward war has implications for 
other topics when we think about the 
sacredness of human life. The mention 
of war cannot but turn our minds to the 
matter of nuclear weapons. Such weap-
ons, along with chemical weapons, are 
practical proof that our historic and bib-
lical nonresistant stand is correct. Can 
we remain silent on this paramount 
issue? 
Above I indicated that Paul told his 
readers not to look to the Caesars, Hel-
lenistic civilization, or Greek philosophy 
to find the key to reality. The same is 
true for the major non-Christian move-
ments for today. Yet God is active 
throughout all cultures and civilizations. 
We need to remember, for example, the 
contributions medicine has made to our 
lives. 
Yes, God is active in all of the uni-
verse. He uses all peoples and all truth 
toward the end of the kingdom. The 
core of God's work has been in salvation 
history, the Old Testament and the New 
Testament revelation. It is through that 
special revelation, climaxed in Jesus 
Christ and to be consummated at Christ's 
return, that God will "bring all things in 
heaven and on earth together under one 
head, Jesus Christ" (Eph. 1:10). • 
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"My kingdom is not of this world," 
said the Master, and we breathe a sigh of 
relief. "Thank goodness! I'd hate to feel 
responsible for the mess this world is 
in!" 
Take back your sigh. Perhaps we 
have been neglecting our responsibility. 
At a seminar sponsored by the Peace 
and Social Concerns Commission (Cana-
da), we discussed this question: "The 
Christian and Politics—What Is Our 
Responsibility?" At least two different 
positions were suggested in answer. 
Stay out of politics 
The first of three guest speakers was 
Bishop Emeritus E. J. Swalm. Bishop 
Swalm outlined the traditional position 
of the Brethren in Christ Church, as one 
of the historic "Peace Churches." Be-
cause of the doctrine of nonresistance, 
our church was early granted Conscien-
tious Objector (C.O.) status by Cana-
dian government. Bishop Swalm pointed 
out that governments often saw a logical 
link between this status and our mem-
bers not exercising their rights to vote, 
hold office, or serve on a jury. 
An early example of this link came 
from the Civil War in the States. A 
Brethren in Christ boy, Isaac Trump, 
was drafted. He and a Baptist boy ap-
plied for C.O. status. Trump was ex-
empted from military service, while the 
Baptist boy was not. The reason given 
was that "Trump does not vote at 
elections." 
Pauline Nigh Hogan lives in St. Cathe-
rines, Ontario, and is secretary of the Ca-
nadian Conference's Commission on Peace 
and Social Concerns. 
Bishop Swalm also spoke of his own 
experiences during World War I: 
When accompanied by my 
father at the army headquarters, 
the officer sternly questioned us, 
endeavoring to prove we had no 
rights to ask for conscientious 
favor. He said, " You came here on 
a soldier's ticket." I said, "Ipaid 
my own fare here." "Well, you 
vote at elections, don't you?" My 
answer was, "No." He asked my 
father if he voted. He replied, "Not 
since I became a Christian." The 
convinced officer told the court 
these words: "I believe this is a 
genuine case." 
It was considered a trade-off: the church 
gave up the right to be involved politi-
cally in order to have the right not to go 
to war. 
Noninvolvement in politics was not 
simply arrived at by default, however. 
Bishop Swalm drew a parallel with the 
nation of Israel. As they were to be a 
distinct nation, separate from others 
around them, so Christians were to be a 
separate and distinct people. For the 
Anabaptists, the separation of church 
and state took on a more radical mean-
ing than for others. They identified 
themselves as citizens of the kingdom of 
God, with a heavenly rather than an 
earthly loyalty. Hence their many 
problems with secular powers. Their 
migrations from one country to another 
were a symbol of their view of them-
selves as pilgrims, aliens in a worldly 
society, "in the world, yet not of it." 
The Brethren in Christ Church in-
herited this theology from its founding 
fathers and mothers. Bishop Swalm 
quoted from several early conference 
decisions that upheld this position. A 
reported by Pauline Nigh Hogan 
resolution from the conference of 1889 
is of interest. Notice that the council had 
no qualms about directing its member-
ship how to think about an issue, but it 
was hesitant to encourage them to ex-
press that sentiment in political action: 
Whereas the Pennsylvania Breth-
ren petition councilfor an expres-
sion on its attitude on the Prohibi-
tion Question: Therefore be it re-
solved that inasmuch as the Breth-
ren in Christ do not believe it 
consistent with their faith as a 
nonresistant people to take part in 
political elections, but since the 
prohibition question is a moral, 
and not a political one, General 
Council submits the question to 
the conscientious consideration of 
each brother but positivelyforbids 
any brother either in sentiment or 
vote to give any encouragement to 
the liquor traffic. 
Get into politics 
After Bishop Swalm had presented 
the traditional position of the church, 
the next speaker presented a provoca-
tive argument for changing that posi-
tion. Dr. Frank Epp is a professor of 
history at Conrad Grebel College, and 






(See pages 28-29) 
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Dr. Epp quoted from Revelation 15: 
"The kingdom of this world has become 
the kingdom of our Lord." He feels that 
we have been correct in teaching that we 
are citizens of a heavenly kingdom, but 
that we have been wrong in therefore 
ignoring the earthly one of which we are 
also part. He stated that "politics is the 
sum total of the values of the people," 
and that, therefore, there is hardly any 
religious act that cannot be seen as hav-
ing political significance. 
Dr . Epp claims tha t , while we 
(churches in the Anabaptist tradition) 
have successfully applied a "kingdom 
ethic" to our personal, family, and com-
munity relationships, we have left a 
vacuum in not applying that ethic to the 
political community of which we are 
part. That is why, he said, there are 
born-again Christians who are racist or 
militaristic, because in that vacuum they 
have adopted values from the secular 
world. He used two diagrams to illus-
trate his point. 
In deciding how to apply the king-
dom ethic to the socio-political sphere, 
Dr. Epp did not recommend that we all 
run out and declare our candidacy for 
the Liberal leadership (or the presi-
dency). The greatest need in our society, 
he said, is to teach the Word, but to 
teach all of it. We need to preach a 
theology for the whole of life, for all the 
spheres, both to the church and to the 
world. The second thing we can do is to 
provide models of how things can be 
done in a Christian way. The way Men-
nonite Central Committee administers 
developmental aid overseas, for exam-
ple, demonstrates a Christian approach 
that the world can imitate, because it 
works so well. The third thing individu-
als can do is to use a gift for political 
office, if God has so called them. 
Influence the government 
The third speaker, Dr. Bill Janzen, is 
the director of the MCC office in Ottawa. 
He used an intriguing text (Jeremiah 
29:7) in which the exiles in Babylon were 
told to "seek the peace and prosperity of 
the city to which I have carried you into 
exile. Pray to the Lord for it, for if it 
prospers, you too will prosper." Dr. 
Janzen provided a historical background 
of the church's influence on govern-
ment, citing the abolition of the slave 
trade, legislation to improve working 
conditions at the time of raw industrial 
capitalism, the growth of Progressive 
parties during the twenties, and the civil 
rights movement. Obviously the Chris-
tian church has been influencing govern-
ments for some time, and it is continuing 
to do so. 
Mennonites and Brethren in Christ 
are now part of this attempt to infuse 
government with Christian values. The 
individual can do his part, since our po-
litical system gives us opportunities to 
say something. Government commis-
sions, for example, often travel around 
the country seeking input from the 
community. They want to hear our 
opinions. We can also write letters. 
According to a former Member of Par-
liament who attended the seminar, MP's 
often make decisions based on the input 
f r o m the pub l i c . He r e c o u n t e d 
how, during debate on a bill to abolish 
capital punishment, he received so many 
letters in opposition to the bill that he 
was prepared to change his position. 
One letter of support, however, written 
by his pastor, encouraged him to con-
tinue to support the bill. One letter, 
especially one written individually as 
opposed to a form letter, can carry a lot 
of weight. 
Another (perhaps drastic!) approach 
is to become a civil servant. Dr. Janzen 
mentioned several Christians working 
in government departments in Ottawa 
who undoubtedly influence policy deci-
sions. 
As a body, we speak to government 
through MCC. We have presented posi-
tion papers to the Canadian govern-
ment on such issues as disarmament, the 
cruise missile, aid to Southeast Asian 
countries, the situation in Nicaragua, 
the Middle East, refugees, native 
concerns, and others. Similar action has 
been taken in the U.S. Through MCC 
we are also part of several inter-church 
advisory groups which do research and 
relay information to the government on 
many issues—international aid and hu-
man rights, for example. The churches 
can provide a valuable service to govern-
ments as they attempt to formulate poli-
cies, because churches are non-aligned 
politically, and have workers serving in 
many areas where they can provide 
more accurate, or at least more disinter-
ested, information than is received from, 
say, the CIA (which unfortunately has 
an influence in Ottawa as well as Wash-
ington). 
I was enormously relieved after listen-
ing to this third speaker. The topic of 
how to influence government used to 
bring to my mind images of the Moral 
Majority approach, of wielding power 
in a very secular way through corraling 
blocs of votes and other even less savory 
methods. Instead, Bill Janzen demon-
strated that we can influence govern-
ments through providing research and 
honest information. It is a positive, help-
ful, servantlike way that is consistent 
with my understanding of Christ's 
words: "Put up your sword. . . . My 
kingdom is not of this world." 
The speakers were followed by lively 
question sessions. Perhaps the climax of 
the day came as Bishop Swalm an-
swered one of the questions. Speaking 
with great force, he warned that the 
teaching of nonresistance is in danger. 
He thundered, "It's not being threatened 
by the politicians. It's being forgotten 
because the pastors and teachers 
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are not doing their job. It's not being 
taught as it should be." 
The other image that will stay with me 
is a quiet one. At the end of the day, as I 
was reflecting how a seminar with the 
topic "Politics" had turned out to be a 
discussion of nonresistance, a college 
student commented thoughtfully that 
the peace position made a lot more sense 
to him. He could see it in the context of a 
whole approach to society. 
I consider that to be the accomplish-
ment of the seminar. The peace witness 
was moved out of the abstract into the 
midst of a turbulent world. We made a 
start at applying the kingdom ethic to 
that vacuum we've left in the political 
sphere. 
The three seminar presentations are 
available on videotape for a nominal 
rental fee. For more information, con-
tact either Pauline Hogan, 16 Haynes 
Ave., St. Catherines, ONT L2R 3Z1, 
phone (416) 688-0361; or Arlene Miller, 
324 E. Cherry St., Elizabethtown, PA 
17022, phone (717) 367-0592. • 
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by Bill Tammeus 
Kansas City Times 
The mayor banged his gavel. The 
room slowly fell silent. "Now that the 
Supreme Court has put the city in 
charge of Christmas again," he said, 
"this Nativity Scene Committee needs to 
make plans quickly." 
A hand shot up. "Mr. Mayor," said 
Councilman Smooth, "shouldn't we 
open this meeting with prayer?" 
"Of course," said Hizzoner, a bit em-
barrassed by his oversight. There being 
no clergyman present, Councilman 
Smooth was designated to lead the 
group in prayer. So as not to offend 
anyone he began, "To Whom it may 
concern": 
"Now," said the mayor thereafter, "let 
me hear your ideas." 
"Well," began Councilman Block, "a 
lot of my constituents are Jewish, and 
they simply disagree with the Supreme 
Court on this. They think having a city 
Nativity scene is wrong." 
"That," said the mayor "may be the 
way they feel, but the Supreme Court 
has spoken, and as far as I'm concerned 
that's their cross to bear." 
"Now hold on, a minute, Mr. Mayor," 
said Mr. Smooth, "I don't see why we 
can't design this creche to answer the 
objections of Mr. Block's constituents. 
What if, for the star above the manger 
scene, we used a Star of David?" 
The Star of David idea won by a 5-2 
vote. But to keep things fair, it was 
decided that one of the shepherds should 
be dressed to resemble Yasser Arafat. 
Yasser got four votes. 
Sensitivity toward other residents of 
the city resulted in two white and one 
Hispanic shepherd, a black wise man, a 
gay wise man, a wise woman, a union 
carpenter to play Joseph and an Orien-
tal Mary. 
It was decided that each department 
store in town would, on a rotating basis, 
contribute dolls to be the baby Jesus. 
The committee decided to monitor this 
process to make sure it met all affirma-
tive action requirements. 
And someone suggested that the Na-
tivity scene would be a good chance for 
the city zoo to show off its baby animals. 
So, besides the usual donkey and sheep, 
the creche—it was decided—would con-
tain the new giraffe, that cute little 
orangutan and a tiger cub. Also some 
clay models of the state bird. 
"What else?" asked the mayor. 
"This may sound a little too paro-
chial," said councilman Boost, "But ev-
eryone knows what a friendly city we 
have, and I just think it would give the 
wrong image if we showed Mary, Joseph 
and Jesus in a stable. In a hospitable city 
like this, I think they'd have found a 
hotel willing and able to provide 
space . . ." 
It took several votes to settle the mat-
ter, but eventually the Holiday Inn 
gathered enough support, and the com-
mittee decided to place the Holy Family 
not in a stable but in a representative 
suite. 
"I don't think we should play only 
Christian music," said councilwoman 
Sweet. "That really would be promoting 
religion." Mr. Smooth spoke up: "If 
we're getting department stores to con-
tribute dolls for baby Jesus, why not get 
music stores to provide cassette tapes?" 
Among the music to be requested: 
hymns, Santa Claus songs, some rhythm 
and blues, a nice selection of jazz, a little 
Muzak, and Michael Jackson's biggest 
hits. 
When the committee finished its work, 
it congratulated itself and looked for-
ward to planning the display for next 
year's Easter egg roll on the City Hall 
lawn.—EP News Service 
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Interior of the Dayton, Ohio, Christian Light Bookstore, opened July 1,1983. 
CHRISTIAN LIGHT BOOKSTORES 
The ministry of 
Christian bookselling 
Certain words kept popping up, words 
like "goal," "purpose," "attempt," "min-
istering," "challenge," and "responsibil-
ity." These were intense expressions of 
serious concern spoken by Elwyn Hock, 
general manager of the Christian Light 
Bookstores, as he was interviewed by 
Helen Johns about the philosophy and 
operation of the bookstores run under 
the auspices of the Brethren in Christ 
Publication Board. 
"We see ourselves primarily as minis-
tering to people who minister. Some 35 
years ago there were only a few Chris-
tian bookstores. Finding Christian liter-
ature was a chore. The goal of the Publi-
cation Board was to create a place where 
pastors, Sunday school teachers, and 
other church workers such as choir 
directors, Bible school teachers, and 
home Bible study leaders could find 
what they needed. These supplies in-
cluded not only Bibles and books, but 
bulletins, offerings envelopes, music, 
youth materials—materials for Chris-
tian education in its broadest sense." 
Before long, the Christian Light staff 
found that their ministry was to broaden 
in scope. An increase in lay ministry in 
more recent years has, on the one hand, 
been stimulated by the increased avail-
ability of materials through Christian 
bookstores. On the other hand, growing 
lay involvement has simultaneously 
helped support such stores. 
"Christians often come into the store 
who are ministering on a one-to-one 
basis with friends, family, or co-workers. 
People will come in who say, 'I have a 
friend who has lost a husband,' or 'My 
father-in-law is not a Christian,' or 'A 
friend is having problems. What can you 
recommend that might help?' Some 
The most recent store, in St. Catherines, 
Ontario, opened March 1,1984. 
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people want to minister with a carefully 
selected gift that might have a low-key 
message. Our customers also come in 
with theological differences of which we 
are not always aware. Some people 
want to branch out in their understand-
ing of theology. Others have sorted it all 
out and don't want to be shaken with 
new ideas. In all these situations I feel it 
is very important that our employees 
call on the power of the Holy Spirit to 
The God of 
Changed Lives 
CHANGE IN MY LIFE 
JULY 
Day 
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of Evangelicals. Box 28, Wheaton, IL 60187. 
work through them to recommend the 
right item." 
Although it is fair to say that Chris-
tian Light Bookstores minister primar-
ily to Christians, others often enter the 
stores, which are located in the heart of 
retail shopping districts. All stores, it is 
hoped, draw a variety of people as 
customers. 
"It is our goal to have Christian staff 
who will get to know the customer who 
comes in looking for a gift, a greeting 
card, a stationery item, a dictionary, or a 
game. Hopefully that person will become 
curious upon seeing the title of a Chris-
tian book. Once people are in the store, 
there are lots of opportunities for the 
Spirit to speak to them. Lives are changed 
through us and through the power of the 
printed page." 
Twelve stores currently are open in 
the United States with one sister store in 
Canada. Five Christian Light Book-
stores are found in Pennsylvania, three 
in California, two in Maryland, one in 
Ohio, and one in Nappanee, Indiana, 
where the general offices are located. 
New stores are often opened because 
of expressed need. "People will come to 
us and say, 'We need one of your stores 
in our area.' One woman wrote to the 
Chambersburg store saying, . . I 
want to thank you so very, very much 
for all that you do for our community. I 
praise God that we are privileged to 
have a fine Christian bookstore where 
we might obtain . . . all the various 
things you make available to this com-
munity. This is not the case everywhere, 
sad to say. . . . [Some tell me] they 
can't even buy a Christian greeting card 
anywhere in their town or anything in 
the way of Christian supplies . . . .' 
"Our goal is to endeavor to have a 
fairly aggressive attitude toward expan-
sion. We look for where there is a need. 
For example, it is possible that we might 
purchase a store whose owner is not 
capable of continuing the ministry or 
who wants to retire. We interpret that as 
one type of need—the ministry needs to 
be continued by someone." 
Elwyn noted that the Christian Light 
philosophy is similar to that of other 
denominational bookstores in respect to 
serving churches and the community. 
Thus, Christian Light stores are often 
located in the same area as Brethren in 
Christ churches. And, in selecting new 
store locations, an attempt is made to 
avoid competing with existing Christian 
bookstores. 
"However, we pay virtually no atten-
tion to the presence of a secular book-
14 
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"We have a unique ministering advan-
tage . . . handling Bibles and books 
which are inspired by God." 
store when deciding whether to establish 
a Christian Light Bookstore. We feel we 
are ministering to an entirely different 
market. Mall owners, however, do not 
accept that rationale. They say that ev-
erybody watches TV, drives a car, and 
so on, but not everyone reads. It is true 
that Christian literature is not on the 
same marketing level with milk, bread, 
and eggs. Nevertheless, we are promot-
ing the message that every individual 
needs the gospel. As we show through 
our witness that the gospel meets ev-
eryone's needs, we both create a larger 
market, and—more important—share 
God's good news." 
Store managers are therefore encour-
aged to display items in an attractive 
manner, to become members of local 
retail associations, and to reach out in 
other ways into the community. "We 
should be at community meetings, and 
be concerned about the businessman 
next door and his needs. It's important 
for us to get off the secluded back street 
where only a very select group comes— 
to get out there and show the world that 
Christian literature is important and 
belongs there. Christian Light Book-
stores also provide us an excellent op-
portunity to demonstrate that Chris-
tians can be in business and model 
Christlike attitudes and practices. I think 
we as Christians have a lot more to say 
to the world if we are out there being 
successful right along with them. If they 
see us as successful only because we have 
Evangelical Visitor 
a very controlled, built-in church mar-
ket that will protect us no matter what 
happens, that is another story. And if 
they see us as unsuccessful, then the rest 
of our lives can be discredited, too. 
There is always that risk." 
The bookstores have indeed been 
successful. Clair Hoffman, general man-
ager for some 30 years, built a very 
strong base. Last year the stores had a 
total sales of $4.5 million. Since the 
stores are owned by the Brethren in 
Christ Church, their earnings are made 
available to the Publication Board. In 
order for the stores to have working 
capital to function and expand, a por-
tion of the revenue remains with Chris-
tian Light. But the stores have in recent 
years contributed in excess of $100,000 
annually to the board, which heavily 
subsidizes funding for the magazine you 
are reading, Sunday school materials 
you may use, membership material, and 
other publications. 
"We believe that we're really using the 
Lord's money. We need to be good stew-
ards of it. Those of us in Christian book-
selling have a unique ministering advan-
tage—the fact that we are handling 
Bibles and books which are inspired by 
God. This gives us the responsibility of 
correctly handling these materials and 
the challenge of caring about the spirit-
ual progress of our friends in each com-
munity we serve." • 
The ministry of Christian bookselling . . . 
• • • to the harassed 
and helpless 
"When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion on them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep with-
out a shepherd. Then he said to his dis-
ciples, 'The harvest is plentiful but the 
workers are few . . .'" (Matthew 9:36-
37). 
Just for fun, if you are in a Christian 
Light Bookstore, try asking the clerk 
this question: "Did you ever meet a per-
son in your store who seemed 'harassed 
and helpless'?' 
If you happened to ask Art Niesley 
(current manager of the store in York, 
Pa.), he might tell you the story of the 
man—fiftyish, emotionally depressed, 
and spiritually distressed—who was 
wandering the aisles of the Nappanee 
store years ago. A clerk (who obviously 
took seriously the CLB call to minister) 
sensed his difficulty and engaged him in 
conversation, then called Art from the 
manager's office. Art discovered that the 
man was hitchhiking west, that his wife 
was ill in Florida, and that he was 
searching for answers to spiritual ques-
tions. Art might relate to you how the 
man accepted Christ that day, later 
moved with his wife to a nearby town 
where they became financially stable 
again, and eventually preached Christ 
publicly. 
Or, you might hear the story from 
Jackie Diffendarfer of the high school 
science teacher in York who had many 
personal problems. This teacher was 
impressed by the change Christ made in 
one person's life and started her own 
search for God. Some evangelistic meet-
ings she attended only seemed to distress 
her more. So she cancelled all her classes 
one day and entered the York bookstore 
with the intent of finding literature 
which could dispel her confusion. 
Jackie led her in the selection of a 
couple of books, some tracts, and some 
Scripture passages. Jackie reports, "I 
told her she needed to buy a Bible 
because it's important that people not 
just read books, but search the Scrip-
tures. But she said she had a Living 
Bible. I tried not to overload her with 
books, but recommended what I sensed 
she was ready for." Jackie talked with 
the woman some and told her that the 
staff would pray for her (which they 
did). The teacher left, apparently to 
cloister herself in the school planetarium 
with the literature until she discovered 
some answers. 
Several days later, the teacher came 
back into the store and asked for Jackie 
who relates, "As I walked up the aisle to 
her, I could tell just by looking at her 
that something had happened. She was 
calmer and happy." She had met the 
Lord. 
Or perhaps you would hear the tale of 
Tom Wirthman who grew up in a nomi-
nal Christian home in Pennsylvania. As 
a teen he decided to explore various 
religions, and converted to Judaism. 
After rabbinical studies he became a 
rabbi and even wrote scholarly articles 
for Jewish publications. But Tom con-
tinued to seek spiritual answers. He was 
trying to keep the law (a friend relates 
that he did about as good a job as Paul), 
but found that most people in his syn-
agogue did not. Grief followed this disil-
lusionment, when his wife died of cancer. 
In the ensuing spiritual turmoil, he 
dreamed that his grandmother—a com-
mitted Christian—instructed him to read 
the New Testament. He did so, compar-
ing it with the Old. One day, in the midst 
of this spiritual struggle, Tom strolled 
by a Christian Light Bookstore. There in 
the window hung the picture, "Christ at 
Heart's Door." In his words, Tom expe-
rienced conversion—a climax of faith— 
as he stood in front of the store. Sud-
denly all his reading and research seemed 
to make sense. Tom is now pastoring a 
church and developing a radio ministry 
in Florida. 
Chances are, if you should ask Chris-
tian Light Bookstore employees if they 
meet harassed and helpless people in 
their jobs, they might just give you a 
funny look (as if to say, "Are you one of 
them?") and respond with a simple "yes" 
or "no." To be sure, not every one has 
seen a miraculous conversion through 
the ministry of the store. But the possi-
bility is great that those workers could 
tell you how they helped a person select 
a gift for a sick friend, a book of encour-
agement for a grieving relative, an appro-
priate postcard for a missing Sunday 
school class member, a Bible study 
guide for a discipling group, or a piece of 
music to fit a special Sunday morning 
theme. And that puts them in the cate-
gory of those workers Jesus said he 
needs for his harvest. —Helen Johns 
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Edward M. Bounds, who lived from 1835 to 1913, wrote several books on prayer, including The Essentials of Prayer, froi 
following selection was taken. He was a man grounded in prayer himself, rising at 400 each morning to pray for three hour. 
PRAYER thelif oi 
This is peculiarly a missionary age. 
Protestant Christianity is stirred as it 
never was before in pagan lands. The 
missionary movement has taken on 
proportions that awaken hope, kindle 
enthusiasm, and which demand the atten-
tion, if not the interest, of the coldest 
and the most lifeless. Herein is the 
danger just now, that the missionary 
movement will go ahead of the mission-
ary spirit. The magnificence of this 
movement may not only blind us to the 
spirit of it, but the spirit which should 
give life and shape to the movement may 
be lost in the wealth of the movement, 
just as a ship, borne by favoring winds, 
may be lost when these winds swell to a 
storm. 
The prophet Isaiah, looking down the 
centuries with the vision of a seer, 
expresses his purpose to continue in 
prayer and give God no rest till Christ's 
kingdom be established among men: 
"For Zion's sake will I not hold 
my peace, and for Jerusalem's 
sake I will not rest till the right-
eousness thereof goeth forth as 
brightness, and the salvation the-
reof as a lamp that burneth." 
Then, foretelling the final success of 
the Christian church, he thus speaks: 
"And the Gentiles shall see thy 
righteousness, and all kings thy 
glory, and thou shalt be called by a 
new name, which the mouth of the 
Lord shall name" (Isaiah 62:1-30). 
A praying church breeds 
praying missionaries 
It is praying missionaries who are 
needed for the work, and it is a praying 
church who sends them out. The reli-
gion to which the heathen world is to be 
converted is a religion of prayer, and a 
religion of prayer to the true God. The 
heathen world already prays to its idols 
and false gods. But they are to be taught 
by praying missionaries, who have been 
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sent out by a praying church, to cast 
away their idols and to begin to call 
upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
No prayerless church can transport to 
heathen lands a praying religion. No 
prayerless missionary can bring heathen 
idolaters who know not our God to their 
knees in true prayer until he becomes 
pre-eminently a man of prayer. As it 
takes praying men at home to do God's 
work, none the less does it take praying 
missionaries to bring those who sit in 
darkness to the light. 
The fortunes of the kingdom of Jesus 
Christ are not made by the feebleness of 
its foes. They are strong and bitter and 
have ever been strong, and ever will be. 
But mighty prayer—this is the one great 
spiritual force which will enable the 
Lord Jesus Christ to enter into full pos-
session of his kingdom, and secure for 
him the heathen as his inheritance, and 
the uttermost part of the earth for his 
possession. A person who can pray is the 
mightiest instrument Christ has in this 
world. A praying church is stronger 
than all the gates of hell. 
Supply and demand 
God's decree for the glory of his Son's 
kingdom is dependent on prayer for its 
fulfillment: "Ask for me, and I will give 
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the uttermost part of the earth for thy 
possession." God the Father gives 
nothing to his Son except through 
prayer. And the reason why the church 
has not received more in the missionary 
work in which it is engaged is the lack of 
prayer. "Ye have not, because ye ask 
not." 
The scarcity of missionaries argues a 
non-praying church. It is all right to 
send trained men to the foreign field, but 
first of all they must be God-sent. The 
sending is the fruit of prayer. The 
workers who are sent by praying men 
must in turn be praying men themselves. 
Prayer is the proof of their calling, their 
divine credentials, and their work. 
He who is not a praying man at home 
needs the one fitness to become a mis-
sion worker abroad. He who has not the 
spirit which moves him toward sinners 
at home, will hardly have a spirit of 
compassion for sinners abroad. Mis-
sionaries are not made of men who are 
failures at home. He who will be a man 
of prayer abroad must, before anything 
else, be a man of prayer in his home 
church. If he be not engaged in turning 
sinners away from their prayerless ways 
at home, he will hardly succeed in turn-
ing away the heathen from their prayer-
less ways. In other words, it takes the 
same spiritual qualifications for being a 
home worker as it does for being a for-
eign worker. 
Oh, that a great wave of prayer would 
sweep over the church asking God to 
send out a great army of laborers into 
the needy harvest fields of the earth! No 
danger of the Lord of the harvest send-
ing out too many laborers and crowding 
the fields. He who calls will most cer-
tainly provide the means for supporting 
those whom he calls and sends forth. 
Reprinted by permission from WORLD 
CHRISTIAN, © 1984, Vol. 3, No. 1. P.O. 
Box 40010, Pasadena, CA 91104 
Visitation results in 
people seeking Christ 
The Lord has clearly been with us in 
the visitation programs being conducted 
in the Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, area where 
new churches are being planted. The 
pastors we are working with are enthu-
siastic and faithful. While we are still 
praying for a few more local church 
people to assist us and obtain training, 
there is a nucleus at each church that is 
faithful. They are responding to the 
training in this method of evangelism. 
They get excited when a good contact is 
made or when someone prays to receive 
Christ. So far, 24 people have prayed 
prayers of repentance in their homes. 
We have started three Bible studies. 
These are small but significant. During 
one of these studies, the husband of one 
of the "seekers" sought the Lord. 
We are convinced that this is a golden 
time for evangelism in Zimbabwe and 
want to make the most of the opportun-
ity to help equip the church. —Grace 
Holland 
Six indicate a desire 
to know Christ 
Sixty-nine adults attended special evan-
gelistic services held at Shinshimonoseki, 
Japan, on April 8. A nationally known 
radio evangelist was the speaker. Some 
of those attending where people from 
the community who were new to the 
church. On response cards handed out 
at the end of the service, at least six 
people indicated their desire to trust 
Christ for salvation. Three are from 
Brethren in Christ church families. One 
who has been a seeker for some time 
indicated a desire to accept Christ, but 
feels he doesn't fully understand. Another 
lady indicated she accepted Christ at the 
service. —Ray Hock 
Zimbabwe's church 
growth ministries 
The Brethren in Christ Church in 
Zimbabwe is actively and cooperatively 
spreading the Word of God in what is 
called house worship. Thank God that 
churches are filling up wherever church 
growth ministries are in operation. 
Phumula Church is one example where 
church growth by house to house visita-
tion was carried out. Over 80 houses 
were visited in one week with more than 
20 persons surrendering their lives to 
Jesus. Over 280 attended the services the 
following weekend. The Kumbudzi 
Church had less than 20 people attend-
ing services, but through house to house 
visitation, the attendance grew to over 
100 in a short time. This ministry, if put 
into practice diligently, will result in the 
salvation of many in a changing Zimba-
bwe. 
For the preacher to ring a church bell 
and expect people to come is a waste of 
time. The idea of waiting for people to 
come to the church is outdated and con-
trary to the teachings of Jesus: "Go . . . 
teach . . . baptize . . . and make dis-
ciples. . . ." We regret deeply that this 
vision has come so late because the 
results of church growth ministries are 
fantastic. 
The Brethren in Christ Church in a 
changing Zimbabwe is now contemplat-
ing church planting in the densely popu-
lated urban areas. A new church has 
been built in Hwange and another is 
expected to be established at Kamativi, 
where a woman evangelist is presently 
witnessing for Christ. Other churches 
are being planted in Bulawayo. The 
older churches will help the newly born 
churches. 
One can sense that there will still be 
many changes and spiritual develop-
ments as the church grows and as Zim-
babwe continues to change. Let us pray 
that the Lord will give direction in every 
case, and that he will accomplish his will 
through his church before Christ returns. 
—J. D. Moyo; excerpted from Good 
Words, a publication of the Zimba-
bwean Brethren in Christ Church. 
Church planting in 
Luanshya takes root 
We had asked for prayer for guidance 
on how and when we should move on a 
church planting venture in Luanshya or 
Chingola (Zambia). Essential to the 
church planting in those towns, about 
an hour from us, is committed local 
leadership who will keep the work mov-
ing after the initial meetings have begun. 
A phone call from a Sikalongo Bible 
Institute student provided the answer to 
our prayers. The student's brother-in-
law, a bank accountant, wants to be 
involved. We soon visited this family, 
leaving a list of names of people in 
Luanshya who had previous contact 
with the Brethren in Christ Church. We 
trust that within the next few months an 
organized group will be meeting in this 
small town. —Miriam K. Stern • 
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Zambia's Christian education: 
Developing matur 
in the church 
Christian Education in Zambia in-
cludes three major thrusts: (1) leader-
ship training through Theological Edu-
cation by Extension (TEE) and Christian 
education workshops, (2) development 
of curriculum in the vernacular for the 
Sunday school and church membership 
classes, and (3) adult literacy. 
Vision and direction come from two 
main sources: the Christian Education 
Comifiittee, chosen by the General Con-
ference, which evaluates the program 
and sets goals and objectives for the 
future; and pastors and other leaders 
who provide valuable feedback and 
suggestions at Christian education work-
shops held at various centers through-
out the year. 
TEE 
The TEE program of Africa, which 
had its birthplace at Sikalongo in the 
early 1970's under the direction of Fred 
and Grace Holland, continues to be an 
effective method of leadership training 
for the church in Zambia. 
Three TEE textbooks in programmed 
instruction are translated and printed 
each year at Sikalongo for use by other 
denominations as well as at our own 
Brethren in Christ centers. Writing these 
textbooks requires sophisticated skills 
and long hours of exacting work on the 
part of the translation team, headed by 
Moses Munsakaand Mary Heisey (trans-
lation editor). Typing, mimeographing, 
and assembling of the books are done by 
Josephine Muchimba and Lemmy 
Mapepe. It is noteworthy that three 
members of the staff—Moses, Lemmy 
and Josephine—spent time in North 
America with the MCC Visitor Exchange 
Program. 
The number of active TEE centers— 
approximately 10—varies with the sea-
son of the year and the leadership that is 
available. Each student graduating from 
the Sikalongo Bible Institute is trained 
to qualify as a TEE leader. Other pas-
tors can qualify through special training 
courses that are held from time to time. 
The TEE program is primarily for the 
training of church leaders. However, the 
basic text, Following Jesus, has proved 
helpful in the nurturing of new believers. 
Workshops 
For the staff, touching base with the 
local churches is the most rewarding 
part of our work. Over 300 adults, 
representing 60 different congregations, 
participated in workshops held during 
the last year. Filmstrips on Christian 
education methods, produced especially 
for African churches, are used by con-
necting the projector to the car battery. 
The seminars are also a time for 
introducing new materials and giving 
instruction in their use. With assistance 
from Marlys Book, sets of visual aids 
appropriate for Zambian children are 
produced and distributed to each church. 
The people of the rural areas are espe-
cially eager to buy Bibles and a variety 
of Christian literature made available at 
the workshops. 
Since most of the participants travel 
long distances by foot, the meal of 
chicken and porridge prepared by the 
local women becomes an important part 
of the fellowship. 
Curriculum development 
At the request of the pastors, a Sun-
day school lesson series on "Brethren in 
Christ Training" is being developed. The 
first two books, written and illustrated 
by Fannie Longenecker, have already 
been used with enthusiastic response 
from the churches. 
Students participate in a TEE 
workshop. 
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Mary Olive Lady and friend study the 
literacy primer. 
ity 
by Mary Olive Lady 
With the permission and blessing of 
the Evangelical Church in Zambia 
(ECZ), we have begun a major project 
of translating their four-year cycle of 16 
Sunday school books, including books 
for both children and adults. The books 
will be printed by the ECZ and made 
available to us at a percentage discount. 
Attempting this assignment, which 
will take at least three years to complete, 
was not done without considerable count-
ing of the cost. Moses Munsaka influ-
enced the final decision with his short 
but enthusiastic comment (borrowed 
from Win Arn's address to General 
Conference in 1982), "We can do it!" 
The Questions and Answers books of 
Brethren in Christ teachings, widely 
used by pastors with church member-
ship classes, have been revised and 
reprinted. On Being Brethren in Christ 
has been adapted for use with secondary 
school students and other groups that 
prefer to study in English. The nurture 
of new believers continues to be a major 
area of concern. 
Literacy 
Jonah Mweetwa, a prosperous farmer 
and member of the Brethren in Christ 
Church for many years, is learning to 
read and write. In a prayer following a 
recent reading class with his tutor, 
Lemmy Mapepe, he thanked the Lord 
that although his eyes were once blind, 
he is now able to see. Several wives of 
Sikalongo Bible Institute students are 
also among those benefiting from the 
Bible-based literacy primers, written and 
published by the Brethren in Christ with 
technical assistance from Literacy Inter-
national. 
The new Tonga primers were used as 
a basic text for training of tutors at an 
All-Zambia Literacy Workshop held in 
Lusaka in March. This seminar was also 
the springboard for the formation of a 
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Zambia Literacy Council. With over 50 
percent of the adult population in Zam-
bia unable to read, it becomes impera-
tive that evangelical churches coordi-
nate their efforts in this ministry to the 
various tribes throughout Zambia. 
The objectives of the program are to 
enable every Christian to be a Bible-
reading Christian, and to witness for 
Christ in the one-to-one relationship of 
teaching an adult to read. As one liter-
acy worker has said, "The satisfaction 
that results from teaching persons to 
read and write is surpassed only by the 
thrill of seeing them respond to the gos-
pel message and grow to Christian ma-
turity through the written Word." 
For the Brethren in Christ, this excit-
ment is just beginning to catch hold as 
Esther Spurrier organizes seminars to 
train tutors in the use of the books. 
Esther also gave instructional sessions 
and promoted the literacy books at the 
refresher course for pastors and wives 
held at Sikalongo Bible Institute in 
April. 
Projections for the future 
As plans for Zambianizing the post of 
Christian Education Coordinator take 
shape, the following approach is being 
emphasized: 
1. Lay a solid foundation with TEE 
books and other resources printed in the 
vernacular. With the completion of ma-
jor printing jobs, the program can more 
easily be self-supporting. 
2. Work closely with other evangeli-
cal denominations in the sharing of 
resources, ideas, and personnel. Affilia-
tion with the Evangelical Fellowship of 
Zambia and the Christian Council facil-
itates this kind of cooperation. 
3. Dovetail the promotion and dis-
tribution of Christian literature with the 
ministry of Choma Bookroom. The 
bookroom manager is a regular member 
of the Christian Education Committee. 
4. Involve each member of the Chris-
tian Education Committee in a training 
or teaching ministry in the geographical 
area where he or she is living. 
5. Explore new areas of ministry that 
are appropriate in the cultural context 
of the Tonga people. 
At the present, the committee is also 
investigating Portable Recording Min-
istries (PRM), using solar-powered 
cassettes for evangelism, Christian nur-
ture, and non-formal education. 
For the Zambian church, this may be 
one more way to follow the methods of 
Christian education given by Moses: 
"Write (God's commandments) on the 
doorframes of your houses. . . . Teach 
them to your children, talking about 
them when you sit at home and when 
you walk along the road, when you lie 
down and when you get up." (Deut. 
11:19-20) • 
Mary Olive Lady has served with Brethren 
in Christ Missions for 24 years. The last 14 of 
those years have been in Zambia. In her 
present assignment at Sikalongo, she directs 
the Christian Education Department and the 
Theological Education by Extension pro-
gram. 
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I he description of the early church in 
Acts 2:42-47 provides a good basis for 
understanding the scope of the minis-
tries of the new Board for Congrega-
tional Life. Following Pentecost, the 
believers in Jerusalem met together reg-
ularly to "devote themselves to the apos-
tles' teaching." They fellowshipped to-
gether by breaking bread and praying 
together. They served each other, sold 
their possessions, and gave to those who 
had needs. Finally they met together 
(worshipped) in public and attracted 
new members to their fellowship. "The 
Lord added to their number daily those 
who were being saved." The Jerusalem 
church was a thriving local congregation. 
The Board for Congregational Life 
(BCL) has been commissioned to assist 
congregations in Christian education, 
worship, fellowship and service—in 
other words, to help them to develop the 
kind of congregational life that charac-
terized the church in Jerusalem. The 
BCL is the only board with a congrega-
tional focus as its primary thrust. Every 
aspect of congregational life is within 
the specific scope of the BCL's work 
except for evangelism. But, just as the 
first church grew both spiritually and 
numerically through their joint worship, 
fellowship, and service, Brethren in 
Christ congregations are also encour-
aged and supported in their efforts to 
grow through the ministries of the BCL. 
Several members of the Board for 
Congregational Life have expressed their 
understanding of and vision for what 
the BCL is called to do in the Brethren in 
Christ Church. Frank Fimiano, chair-
man, and Warren Hoffman, secretary, 
describe the BCL's purpose in two sepa-
rate analogies. Both are useful explana-
tions of the function of the BCL. In 
addition, following the new board retreat 
at Kenbrook last October, three new 
members were asked to reflect on that 
retreat and on their own prospects for 
serving the church in this way. 
As you read the following perspec-
tives on Renewal 2000 and on the new 
Board for Congregational Life in par-
ticular, we encourage you to think of 
how this board can help your congrega-
tion improve the quality of its Christian 
education, worship, fellowship and ser-
vice programs. Contact the Board for 
Congregational Life, Box 163, Mt. Joy, 
PA 17552 for more information on the 
resources which are available. 
—compiled by Harriet Bicksler, 
Congregational Life page editor 
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A part of 
the family. *. 
The Board for Congregational Life 
I 'm so glad to be part 
of the family of G o d 
My vision for the varied ministries of 
the Board for Congregational Life is 
similar to the responsibilities of a family 
in the home. Each congregation repre-
sents a member of God's family. Under 
the jurisdiction of the BCL is the quality 
of programs in God's home. The ques-
tion before us is how to make each fam-
ily member, or each local congregation, 
feel important. Being a Very Important 
Person in the family means that you are 
clearly liked, accepted, utilized, and 
trusted for what you are and not for 
what people want you to be. Therefore, 
the BCL is committed to providing con-
gregations with direct services, mean-
ingful communication, and appropriate 
resources. 
Field services form the backbone of 
BCL's program. We are charged with 
the responsibility of planning, sponsor-
ing, and delivering programs in areas 
such as camping, youth ministries, men's 
and women's organizations, music, wor-
ship services, quizzing, and all aspects of 
marriage and family life, as well as spe-
cialized programs for the disabled, sin-
gles, aged and minorities. 
Secondly, we must be good facilita-
tors of interaction between congrega-
tions and regions to permit the mutually 
beneficial flow of communication regard-
ing new programs for congregational 
life. Compiling and distributing infor-
mation on specialized programs will 
encourage local congregations to meet 
the needs of their church family members 
in areas where they previously lacked 
expertise. 
Thirdly, as our local congregations 
grow, the diverse needs and demands 
become greater. This means that the BCL 
must provide a network of resources. 
Two full-time staff members and a pool 
of church leaders (see related announce-
ment) will be available to assist in the 
development of congregational activi-
ties. In addition, congregations seek-
ing information need only ask and re-
source materials will be sent. 
As each church family member strives 
for a personal relationship with Christ, I 
hope that the services of the Board for 
Congregational Life can provide the 
support needed to confront the daily 
challenges of living as a Christian in 
today's world. 
God said, "I will dwell in them . . . 
and they shall be my people . . . 
and you shall be my sons and 
daughters. 
2 Corinthians 6:16, 18 
—Frank Fimiano, BCL chairman 
Souderton, Pa., congregation 
T h e board as 
"general practitioner" 
Our aim is to help congregations to be 
a full and complete expression of the 
Body of Christ in a given locality by 
helping them to provide well for the 
worship, education, fellowship and ser-
vice of their people. This will mean 
assisting new congregations to lay the 
"basics" in place. For stable congrega-
tions, this means contributing toward 
the expansion or enhancement of con-
gregational life in these areas. For con-
gregations that are growing (and for 
ones whose growth has leveled off), it 
will mean providing guidance in restruc-
turing congregational life in ways which 




(From the far side of the table) board members John Reitz, Gail Ryan, Curtis Byer, 
Jesse Heise, Sandra Musser, and Dale W. Engle. 
To express it another way, the BCL 
serves congregations in the area of their 
own health and development, in much 
the same way that the family doctor, the 
general practitioner, serves a family. 
Normally, a family cares well for its 
own needs. But a physician is "on call" 
for those times when assistance is needed. 
A family may seek remedial treatment 
or consultation for normal growth and 
development; in either case, the family 
physician provides an invaluable service 
to the family. The BCL does similar 
things for the congregation—consultative 
for normal growth and development, 
and remedial in instances of lapses or 
"gaps" in any area of congregational life. 
As congregations seek denominational 
assistance, most concerns can be handled 
by the BCL—like the family physician 
cares for most of a family's health needs. 
But sometimes a specialist, in steward-
ship or evangelism, for example, may be 
needed. At that point the BCL would 
make the appropriate referrals and then 
work cooperatively with other denomi-
national services. 
— Warren Hoffman, BCL secretary 
Oklahoma City congregation 
A spirit of cooperation 
rather than competit ion 
The beautiful autumn trees accented 
by bright sunshine, in combination with 
the spacious retreat facility, set the stage 
for a unique gathering at the Kenbrook 
Retreat Center in October 1983. With 
anticipation and excitement, approxi-
mately 80 persons appointed to serve on 
the new General Conference boards met 
as a group to begin implementing some 
of the changes generated by Renewal 
2000. As a new appointee to the Board 
for Congregational Life and a newcom-
er to the administrative realm of the 
church, I realized several positive expe-
riences from being with this group of 
sisters and brothers. 
First, I was impressed with the spirit 
of fellowship which pervaded every as-
pect of the retreat. The warm hand-
shakes of greeting, the zealous songs of 
praise and worship, the easy transition 
from "being a stranger" to "becoming a 
friend," and the between-session con-
versations were all woven together by 
the thread of love we all shared for the 
Lord and for one another. 
I also sensed a serious commitment 
and high character in our church lead-
ers. Unlike secular leadership which is 
often marked by an aggressive, self-
confident, uncaring spirit, I found traits 
such as respectability, prudence, gentle-
ness and uncontentiousness in the sisters 
and brothers entrusted to provide denomi-
national leadership. I was also delighted 
to see that six of the eight boards had 
women representatives on them. Al-
though nine women in a group of 75 
men is still a distinct minority, the 
denomination is moving in the right 
direction in utilizing this valuable re-
source. 
Above all, the weekend retreat created 
a renewed sense of unity among those in 
attendance, which I hope will filter 
throughout the brotherhood/sisterhood. 
The group, challenged by Owen Alderfer 
to focus on our one central mission of 
promoting piety and obedience, was 
encouraged to avoid becoming bogged 
down with board work and to keep our 
eyes on the mission. As boards, we were 
urged to complement and support one 
another to accomplish this mission and 
to put aside the feelings of competition 
that so humanly arise. 
Renewal 2000 was put into gear as the 
individual boards met to define their 
particular role in the one commonly-
shared mission. For the Board for Con-
gregational Life, this involved establish-
ing who we are and what we will 
become, since the new board is a combi-
nation of a previous board and several 
commissions. The need to set priorities 
on what we can effectively do as a board 
became apparent as we dialogued. As I 
look forward to serving on this board, I 
hope that we will be able to serve and 
equip congregational leaders so that 
body life may be enhanced at the local 
level. 
As the weekend drew to a close, I was 
excited about my role in Renewal 2000. 
Although the task seems overwhelming, 
I was encouraged to hear Roy Sider 
challenge us to attempt to do something 
for God that is so great, it is doomed to 
fail unless God does it. I returned to 
Kansas following this time together feel-
ing good about being Brethren in Christ 
and knowing the joy that comes from 
being God's helper in the church. 
—Gail Ryan 
Zion, Kans., congregation 
The possibilities are endless 
I was very pleased to be a part of 
Renewal 2000 at Kenbrook Camp last 
October. 1 was and still am a bit over-
whelmed by the talent exhibited on the 
different boards. It strengthens my faith 
in our denomination to know that such 
a high caliber of people are willing to 
give of themselves to God's work. 
The Board for Congregational Life is 
an exciting board of which to be a part. 
Not only do the responsibilities interest 
me a great deal, but 1 am thrilled by the 
potential impact of this board on the 
local church. I have to admit that the 
workload looks a bit overpowering, but 
I am confident that our Executive Di-
rector will do his best to carry out board 
directives. I am hoping to see and hear 
more emphasis placed on marriage rela-
tionships, the rearing of Christian chil-
dren, the potential of our seniors, new 
retreats and seminars for our singles, 
etc. The possibilities are endless. 
I have found a lot of fulfillment in 
serving the Lord and I see this as 
another opportunity to continue in that. 
—Sandra Musser 
Chino, Calif, congregation 
continued on next page 
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Remodeling, not rebuilding 
The Brethren in Christ Church is a 
growing family with a growing ministry. 
There is an interesting correlation that is 
made when we compare the church and 
its structure to a family and its house. 
The family is always more important 
that its house, and the church is likewise 
always more important than its struc-
ture. If a family grows and also wants to 
show hospitality to others outside the 
family, it can usually take one of two 
options. 
The first option is to remodel the 
house in order to fit the family and make 
room for guests. The second option is to 
Ken Letner, Lancaster, PA, has been 
appointed Executive Director of the 
Board for Congregational Life. He has 
been Associate Director of Christian 
Education for the past two years, as well 
as Director of Christian Education for 
the Atlantic Conference (two years) and 
the Allegheny Conference (one year). 
Prior to these appointments, he served 
the Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church 
as associate pastor for four years. 
A graduate of Messiah College, Ken 
also holds a Master of Divinity from 
Ashland Theological Seminary, Ashland, 
Ohio. He and his wife, Linda (Chubb), 
have two sons, Kyle (5) and Kurtis (2'A), 
and attend the Lancaster congregation 
where Ken serves as an adult Sunday 
school teacher and chariman of the 
Board of Worship. Other interests in-
clude playing with his sons, softball, 
tennis, golf, and backpacking. 
Sandi Fretz, Waterloo, Ontario, has 
been appointed Associate Director for 
the Board for Congregational Life. She 
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build a new house. When you have a 
solid structure, it is really a waste to try 
to build all over again. I believe that one 
of the reasons we can remodel our 
denominational structure is that we have 
a very strong foundation. We do not 
change what we believe, but rather we 
minister to a larger family with a grow-
ing ministry. 
Taking time with the blueprint (the 
need for change). When building a house, 
it is important that the builder follow the 
blueprints he is given. The blueprint of 
the Brethren in Christ Church has a 
built-in adaptability. Our theology and 
our history give evidence that we are a 
changing people. One of the most en-
attended Emmanuel Bible College, and 
graduated with a B.A. in psychology 
from Brock University, St. Catherines, 
Ontario. She has begun work on a M. A. 
in community psychology at Wilfred 
Laurier University, Waterloo, Ontario. 
A member of the Westheights Brethren 
in Christ Community Church in Kitch-
ener, Sandi works with Pioneer Girls 
and is a member of the Sunday School 
Commission and the Music Committee. 
She has also been a member of the Cana-
dian Conference Board of Christian 
Education and has chaired the Youth 
Committee. For the past two years, she 
has been Assistant Dean of Students at 
Conrad Grebel College, University of 
Waterloo, Ontario, with duties in ad-
ministration and counselling. 
The daughter of Lester and Mary 
Fretz, Sandi looks forward to a career in 
counselling and Christian education. 
She also enjoys singing, fishing, swim-
ming, camping, writing letters, and being 
with people. • 
couraging things that I have seen, since 
becoming a member of the Brethren in 
Christ Church, is the way in which the 
church remains firm in its principles but 
continues to change its form. We live in 
a rapidly changing society and our own 
church family is changing due to our 
growth. Gene Getz points out an inter-
esting truth when he states, "If God had 
absolutized form in the early church, 
he would have locked us into the first 
century." 
Tearing down the wall (the hurts of 
change). As the church continues to be 
adaptable, it will continue to experience 
some hurt due to the changing process. 
In keeping with the remodeling motif, 
think of what happens when you add a 
new room to a house. In order to make 
an addition to your house, you usually 
have to tear out a wall to connect with 
the new room. The process can be very 
painful, especially if it's your room and 
your favorite wall. In the Renewal 2000 
process, we are tearing down some walls 
to connect with the remodeled addition. 
I have a feeling that there is an overall 
acceptance of where we are headed in 
Renewal 2000, but we also need to be 
honest with the fact that there are also 
many hurts involved because of the 
changes that are taking place. It is good 
to be reminded that the hurts of change 
also become our doorways to more 
effective ministry. 
Matching the decor (the healing part 
of change). One of the keys to doing a 
good job at remodeling a house is 
matching up the remodeled section with 
the existing structure. Sometimes that 
process is not done well and what you 
really have are two structures that don't 
fit together. However, we have all seen 
some work where the addition is blended 
so well that it looks like one new 
structure. 
I am excited about what is happening 
with Renewal 2000.1 have been part of 
the new board's workshop and have 
seen the start of the procedure of match-
ing the decor. The healing part of all the 
change that is taking place is that we are 
rediscovering that we have a common 
purpose. As we continue to keep our 
eyes on Jesus Christ and his purpose for 
our ministry, the new structure is blend-
ing well into the old. Our focus is no 
longer on individual rooms, but rather 
on the total new structure that can be 
used for God's honor and glory. 
—John Reitz 
Skyline View, Pa., congregation 
Evangelical Visitor 
Staff apppointments by 
Board for Congregational Life 
For registration materials, write: 
Let YOUth Reach 
Box 163 
Mount Joy, PA 17552 
*Youth traveling over 800 miles one way 
will receive in this price one extra night's 
lodging and two extra meals. 
ecreation 
Swimming, ice skating, tennis, volleyball, 
basketball, bowling, games, health spa, 
hiking 
E lectlve Seminars 
What's God like? 
What God expects of me 
How God is my friend 
How can I know God's will? 
Many others . . . 
A ctivitles 
Singing, small group interaction, talent 
search and talent show, drama, concert, 
banquet, film 
Ẑost 
S125—includes 2 nights lodging and 7 meals*, 
film, banquet, and concert 
(Transportation is extra) 
H elp! 
Your help is needed to make this convention a 
success. Plan to attend and spread the word 
success. Plan to attend and spread the word 
to others about the convention. 
L et YOUth Reach Is comlngl 
Dec. 27-29, 1984, at French Lick Springs 
Golf and Tennis Resort, French Lick, Ind. 




^ T i m e l y Topics 
Relating to God 
Relating to self 
Facing the challenge of the future 
Panel discussion moderated by Don Shafer, 
with Kent Byer (Relating to Others), 
Glenn Ginder (Relating to Family), and 
Arlene Miller (Relating to the World) 
Y 
• our Friends 
As many Brethren in Christ young people as can 
be gathered together. The Convention is open to 
all youth from grade 9 and up. 
bjectlves 
To encourage a lifestyle which reflects total 
commitment to God 
To develop a renewed commitment to the Lord 
To relate to God as friend and savior 
To better understand and appreciate oneself 
To create a sense of unity among the youth 
of the denomination 
To challenge youth to integrate God into all 
their relationships 
To build confidence in relating to the world 
in which we live 
seable Ideas 
On relating to others from a Christian perspective 
heme: 
Building relationships with God, self, and others 
ealthy Food 





Interaction with other youth and the 
resource people 
Upward • Inward • Outward 
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church nerts 
Ordination Services 
Larry and Melba Strouse 
Larry Strouse was ordained on March 4, 
1984, in the Green Spring Brethren in Christ 
Church, Newville, Pa., where he has pas-
tored for the past four years. In addition to 
Green Spring, Rev. Strouse has also pas-
tored the Jemison Valley and Adney Gap 
congregations. 
Bishop Alvin Book conducted the service 
and Rev. Earl Lehman preached the sermon. 
Rev. Strouse and his wife, Melba, were 
f rom the Marsh Creek congregation and are 
the parents of three children, Darwin Jay, 




1984, 1985, 1986 
Featuring: 
» 2300 North American Hosts • Food & Culture 
• Mennonite World Conference Memories 
• Englarged European Listing 
• Mennonite Pilots List • Children's Specials 
• What To See in 36 Communities 
• Centerfold Map of Important Places 
Single copy 
2 copies (to same address) $12.00* 
3.-H each $5.50* 
12 or more copies-wholesale list available 
"U.S. funds only, price includes postage 
(4th class) to one address. 
copies at $_ 
total due_ 





Mennonite Your Way 
Box 1525, Salunga, PA 17538 
Philip and Judy Keefer 
Bishop Harvey R. Sider conducted an 
ordination service for Philip D. Keefer on 
April 29, 1984, in the Westheights Brethren 
in Christ Church, Kitchener, Ont. Rev. 
Keefer and his wife, Judy, have pastored the 
congregation for the past six years. The cou-
ple's former pastor, Dr. Robert Ives, preached 
the sermon. Also sharing in the service were 
Revs. David Illman and Ronald Lofthouse. 
Phil studied for a year at Messiah College 
and, after moving to Canada, received further 
training at the University of Waterloo, Em-
manuel Bible College, and the Interfaith 
Pastoral Counselling Centre. 
The couple has three sons, Dan, Bart, and 
Jared and will be moving to Sherkston, Ont., 
where Phil will begin pastoring the Sherk-
ston Church with Rev. John Day. 
College gave a Sunday evening worship service 
recently. The youth of the congregation sponsored 
the group. • A hymnfest was held by the Cross 
Roads Church, Mount Joy, Pa. A contest was 
held to select the ten most favorite hymns. 
Three persons were received recently into fel-
lowship by the Mount Pleasant congregation, 
Mount Joy, Pa. • Thirty-eight families from the 
Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa., participated 
in a recent "Guess Who's Coming to Dinner." 
Recent guests of the Refton, Pa., congregation 
were William and Mary Hoke. In addition to 
speaking in the worship service, they also shared in 
the Sunday school hour. • Sharing with the Sou-
derton. Pa., congregation recently was Stanley 




The Cedar Heights congregation, Mill Hall, 
Pa., reports that their goal of $2,000 for the par-
sonage debt was surpassed with a special offering 
on Easter Sunday. The congregation has been able 
to save a considerable amount in interest charges 
by the special offering. • A Family Life Confer-
ence was held by the Chambersburg, Pa., congre-
gation with the Joyce Landorf film series, "His 
Stubborn Love," being shown. 
Bishop Alvin Book led in the installation service 
of Rev. and Mrs. Ronald Lofthouse as the pas-
toral couple of the Clarence Center, NY., congre-
gation. A reception for the couple was held follow-
ing the evening service. • Family Life Day was 
observed by the Dillsburg, Pa., congregation on 
Sunday, May 6, with Rev. and Mrs. Paul Unruh 
serving in both the morning and evening services. 
The Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation an-
nounces spring revival services were held April 
1-8. The guest speaker was Rev. Simon Lehman. • 
Christ's Crusaders' Day was observed by the 
Montgomery congregation, Mercersburg, Pa., 
with the young people having charge of teaching 
and conducting the Sunday school. Rev. Mike 
Knowles was the guest speaker. 
The New Guilford congregation, Chambers-
burg, Pa., installed Bob Zimmerman as their asso-
ciate pastor on Sunday, May 24. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Conoy congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., 
reports that "The Sonshine Company" of Messiah 
Four hundred people attended an open house in 
the Springvale Brethren in Christ Church on Sun-
day, April 29, held in honor of Rev. and Mrs. Paul 
Nigh. The couple was observing their 50th wed-
ding anniversary. A smaller dinner was held on 
April 26, attended by the couple's eight children, 
other relatives and close friends. Rev. Nigh pas-
tored both the Springvale and Cheapside congre-
gations. 
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The Springvale congregation, Hagersville, Ont., 
honored Orland and Nettie Teal for 31 and 22 
years of service as song leader and organist respec-
tively. A plaque of appreciation was presented to 
them. 
A musical entitled "Sonrise" was presented by 
the Junior Department of the Bertie congregation, 
Stevensville, Ont. • The Ladies Bible Studies of 
the Falls View congregation, Niagara Falls, Ont., 
had Karen Dehyle share with them recently in a 
coffee hour. Karen, on furlough from Japan, 
demonstrated Japanese flower arranging. 
An afternoon and evening of fun and fellowship 
was hosted by the youth of the Heise Hill congre-
gation, Gormley, Ont. Youth from Bridlewood 
and Oak Ridges were invited for singing, supper, 







joins COSF staff 
Rev. Paul Hostetler, of Grantham, PA, 
has been named Associate Director of Stew-
ardship by the General Conference Commis-
sion on Stewardship and Finance. He will 
formally assume responsibility on July 1, 
and will be located at the United States office 
in Grantham. 
In his work with the commission, Rev. 
Hostetler will be responsible to develop 
promotional and informational materials on 
stewardship, including those for Coopera-
tive Ministries and Mission. He will review 
other stewardship materials for recommen-
dat ion to local churches and individuals and 
be available for financial counseling. 
The Port Colborne, Ont., congregation reports 30 
new students have enrolled in the Sunday school 
department. The increase was a result of "Opera-
tion Andrew." 
Five persons were received into membership 
recently, reports the Rosebank congregation, 
Petersburg, Ont. • Over $90 was earned by the 
youth of the Springvale congregation, Hagersville, 
Ont., by holding a Slave Day. The money was 
given to missions. 
Central Conference 
The Beulah Chapel congregation, Springfield, 
Oh., held a series of Family Life meetings on May 
2-6. The Rev. S. Oren Woodward family minis-
tered in the meetings. • Twenty persons from the 
Fairview congregation, Englewood, Oh., were 
assigned to write letters to missionaries through-
out the next year. Each person was to write two 
letters. 
A Saturday international dinner and evening 
missions rally was hosted recently by the Nappa-
nee, In., congregation, with persons attending 
from the Union Grove, Garrett, and Cassopolis 
congregations. Sunday services were held in each 
of the four congregations. Missionaries and mis-
sions staff people attending included the Marshall 
Poes, the Mike Hollands, Paul Hensel, Stan 
McBeth, and Louis Cober. • The Pleasant Hill, 
Oh., congregation held a Summer Celebration for 
kindergarten—sixth grades. Included in the day's 
activities were Bible stories, films, crafts, and 
recreation. 
Revival services were held by the Pomeroy 
Chapel, Smithville, Tn. Rev. Atlee Hershberger 
was the evangelist. 
Midwest Conference 
The Bethany congregation, Thomas, Ok., recent-
ly viewed the Joyce Landorf film series. • A series 
of Bible studies are being conducted by the pas-
toral couple of the Dallas Center, la., congrega-
tion. Rev. Stanton is using "The Challenge of 
Christian Manhood" and Mrs. Stanton is using 
"The Philosophy of Christian Womanhood." 
Dr. and Mrs. Glenn Hoffman were the guest 
speakers for a Family Life Conference which was 
held by the Oklahoma City, Ok., congregation. • 
A four-part film series in lifestyle evangelism was 
viewed by the Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks. 
The series was "Out of the Salt Shaker and into the 
World" by Becky Manley. 
A graduate of Messiah College and Tem-
ple University, he has attended Central Bap-
tist Seminary in Toronto. For the past ten 
Pacific Conference 
Bishop Don Shafer installed Rev. and Mrs. 
David Croxford on Sunday morning, May 27, as 
the pastoral couple of the Labish congregation, 
Salem, Or. A potluck dinner and food shower 
were held for the Croxfords following the morning 
worship service. 
The Upland, Ca., congregation held a farewell 
program for their senior pastoral couple, Bob and 
Barbara Hempy. A reception followed the service. 
For The Record... 
Births 
Brillinger: Joshua Ross, April 24; Ken and 
Bonnie Brillinger, Heise Hill congregation, Ont. 
Brown: Emily Marie, April 7; Dave and Lynn 
Brown, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Cerasani: Anna Rebekah, March 9; Louis and 
Brenda (Schrock) Cerasani, Clarence Center con-
gregation, NY. 
Dean: Jesse Michael, Dec. 20, 1983; Marli 
Dean, Blandburg congregation, Pa. 
Dentler: Ashley Marie, April 7; Leonard and 
Ruth Dentler, Five Forks congregation, Pa. 
Dickerman: Emily Suzanne, May 9; Steve and 
Sue Dickerman, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Doolittle: Brian Isaiah, April 28; Dave and Sue 
Doolittle; Manor congregation, Pa. 
Dressier: Elizabeth Ann, March 24; Bob and 
Kathy Dressier, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Eckenrod: Kimberly Ann, May 1; Doug and 
Debi Eckenrod, Manor congregation, Pa. 
EUicott: Caleb Dean, April 10; Tom and Cindy 
Ellicott, Morrison congregation, II. 
EUicott: Gabriel John, April 22; Jim and Kath-
leen Ellicott, Morrison congregation, II. 
Engle: Jennifer Elaine, March 28; DeWitt and 
Lois Engle, Fairview congregation, Oh. 
Ensminger: Jennifer Rae, April 15; Jesse and 
Ellen Ensminger, Five Forks congregation, Pa. 
Fortney: Roy Caleb, March 29; Margaret Fort-
ney, Blandburg congregation, Pa. 
Frankenfield: Jenna Leigh, March 31; Durell 
years he has been Information Director of 
Messiah College. Prior to that time, he pas-
tored three Brethren in Christ Churches— 
Clarence Center, New York; Bridlewood in 
Toronto; and Grantham. 
Rev. Hostetler has also served the General 
Conference as Convention Director for the 
past ten years. He has been a member of the 
denomination's Publication Board, Youth 
Commission (now Board for Christian Edu-
cation) and the representative to the Board 
of Administration of the National Associa-
tion of Evangelicals. 
The author or editor of several books, he 
has written a biography (Preacher on Wheels) 
of his father, the late Rev. E. H. Hostetler. 
He is the father of three married daughters 
and is married to Lela, the oldest daughter of 
Bishop E. J . Swalm, Duntroon, Ontario. 
and Wendy Frankenfield, Souderton congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Gills: Joel Christian, April 23; Steve and Susie 
Gills, Waynesboro congregation, Pa. 
Gingrich: Matthew Ryan, Dec. 1, 1983, Peter 
and Wendy Gingrich, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Graham: Tyler Daniel, April 18; Kevin and 
Janice Graham, Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Haas: Molly Beth, April 18; Dwayne and 
Becky Haas, Upland congregation, Ca. 
Hartman: Marcus James, Feb. 23; James and 
Carol Hartman, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Hemphing: Amy Ruth, April 6; Doug and 
Carolyn (Cassel) Hemphing, Fairview congrega-
tion, Oh. 
Hess: Sarah Elizabeth, May 12; Dave and 
Becky Hess, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Hoffman: Amy Michelle, April 5; Joe and Dar-
lene Hoffman, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa. 
Huffnagle: Benjamin Wesley, May 1; Mike 
and Beth Huffnagle, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Kentie: Laura Faith, April 2; Bob and Irma 
Kentie, Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Lehman: Daniel Ray, April 21; Rev. Richard 
and Joanna Lehman, Blandburg congregation, 
Pa. 
Martin: Brian Keith, April 3; Lyle and Jan 
(Hensel) Martin, Clarence Center congregation, 
NY. 
McBride: Mea Nicole, April 27; Mr. and Mrs. 
Stantford McBride, Rolling Acres congregation, 
Tn. 
Miller: Holly Lynn, Jan 13; Richard and Susie 
Miller, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Minor: Carmen Robert, May 8; James and 
Wendy Minor, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Moore: Betsey Ada, May 6; Paul and Cheryl 
Moore, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Morgan: Shannon Elaine, March 20; Art and 
Sherry Morgan, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Porter: Jennalee Michelle, May 2; Rick and 
LeLani Porter, Rosebank congregation, Ks. 
Potteiger: Dustin Dean, April 8; Mark and 
Sherry (Smith) Potteiger, Mechanicsburg congre-
gation, Pa. 
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Provencal: Krystal Lynn, April 14; Jeff and 
Trish Provencal, Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Reider: James Derek, April 7; Jack and Mari-
ann Reider, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa. 
Rotz: Melissa Sue, March 23; Nelson and 
Deborah Rotz, Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Saner: Ashlee Eileen, March 14; Ken and 
Jeanette Saner, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Sider: Andrew William, April 11; Kevin and 
Suzanne Sider, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Sollenberger: Amber Louise, April 18; Carl 
and Karen Sollenberger, Manor congregation, 
Pa. 
Stump: Heather Anne, April 15; Duane and 
Cheryl Stump, Union Grove congregation, In. 
Vines: Zachary Wray, April 19; Ken and Esther 
Vines, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Waser: Angela Nicole, April 26; Jeff and Kathy 
Waser, Cross Roads congregation, Pa. 
Winger: Raymond Bert, April 19; Dale and 
Erin Winger, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Weddings 
Baer-Pelletier: Cheryl Pelletier, Portland, Me., 
and Ron Baer Jr., Bethal, Pa., April 21 in the 
Fairland Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Preston Parthemar and Rev. Earl Musser of-
ficiating. 
Fry-Menges: Bonnie Lee, daughter of Rev. and 
Mrs. Walter Menges Jr., Baltimore, Md., and 
Steven Robert, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. 
Fry, Lancaster, Pa., May 12 in the Forest Park 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, Baltimore, with 
Rev. Dale W. Engle and father of the bride 
officiating. 
Hade-Eyer: Becky L., daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Eyer, Upland, Ca., and Kevin L., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Hade, Fairfield, Pa., Sept. 
10, 1983, in the Upland Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Robert Hempy and Rev. Robert 
Spangler officiating. 
Heagy-Hess: Jean Louise, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Willis Hess Jr., Lancaster, Pa., and Samuel 
Jay, son of Rev. and Mrs. Henry C. Heagy, 
Lebanon, Pa., April 14 in the Manor Brethren in 
Christ Church with father of the groom officiating. 
Martin-Johnson: Billy Jo Johnson, and 
Dwight Martin, both of Jonestown, Pa., May 26 
in the Fairland Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Earl Musser officiating. 
Moyer-Martin: Carolyn Anne, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Glenn Martin, and Timothy Raymond, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Moyer, May 5 in 
the Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. C. R. Burgard officiating. 
Ritchey-Mowen: Vicki, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lewis Mowen, and Randall, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ronald Ritchey, April 29 in the New Guil-
ford Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Maurice 
Bender, Rev. Kenneth Engle and Rev. W. Rupert 
Turman officiating. 
Stonesifer-Hoffer: Emma Hoffer, Lebanon, 
Pa., and Carl Stonesifer, Elizabethtown, Pa., 
April 27 in the Fairland Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Earl Musser and Rev. Frank Zeiger 
officiating. 
Strite-Reisinger: Shelia Reisinger, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Marpoe, Upper Strasburg, 
Pa., and Carl, son of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Strite, 
Chambersburg, Pa., April 14, in the Upper Stras-
burg Church of God with Rev. Gary Ford and 
Rev. Caroline Smith officiating. 
Summy-Getz: Lynda L., daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. L. Richard Getz, Columbia, Pa., and Scott 
R„ son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Summy, Man-
heim, Pa., May 5, in the Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. John B. Hawbaker officiating. 
Verbonitz-Wacker: Sharon, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Paul Wacker, and George, son of Mrs. 
Joyce Verbonitz, Williamsburg, Pa., April 28, in 
stewardship 
Higher rates for loan fund investors 
Higher interest rates are now available to investors in the Brotherhood 
Loan Fund. The decision to raise rates for investors who renew their 
certificates or place new money in the fund is designed to attract more 
money. In the months ahead, large sums will be needed for some of our 
church building projects. 
These new rates available to those who renew or make new investments 
are: 
6 months - 9'/2% 4 years - 10Vi% 
1 year - 9%% 5 years - 10%% 
2 years - 10% 6 years - 11 % 
3 years - 1014% 
The minimum investment amount is $500. 
For a prospectus and application form, contact the main office of the 
Jacob Engle Foundation, Inc., P.O. Box 1136, Upland, CA 91786. 
Persons in the Allegheny and Atlantic Conferences may contact the 
eastern office if they prefer, at P.O. Box A, Grantham, PA 17027. 
Principles from Proverbs #6 
The words diligence and diligent as used in Proverbs carry two mean-
ings. The one is "incisive" or "sharp," and the other is "to search for" or "up 
early at a task." Both of these characteristics are normally part of the life of 
a good steward. Proverbs even lists specific outcomes. 
"The hand of the diligent maketh rich" (Prov. 10:4, KJV). "The sub-
stance of a diligent man is precious" (Prov. 12:27, KJV). Both of these 
reflect a combination of values and effort that is generally graced with a 
good degree of success when properly combined. On the other hand, if an 
individual lightly esteems the substance he already has, it is very likely that 
by the time more is acquired, that which has been lightly esteemed has 
already flown away. It is also true that if by some means a fair amount of 
substance has been acquired and it is not considered valuable, it will 
quickly disappear and the individual may not know it has been lost. 
"The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness" (Prov. 21:5, 
KJV). Plenteousness is the result of an adjustment between income and 
outgo that does not try to limit the expense to the income, but keeps the 
expense side always to the minimum, no matter what the income may be. 
Expenses are governed by necessities rather than by income. It does not 
mean the individual is stingy, but to quote this verse from the Good News 
Bible, "Plan carefully and you will have plenty; if you act too quickly, you 
will never have enough." The individual who acts according to this princi-
ple does careful spending, no matter what may be the level of income. 
This man also "looks after [his] sheep and cattle carefully" (See Prov. 
27:23-27, GNB). In fact, his whole farm operation is being carefully 
supervised with the full recognition that plenty is not permanent. To be a 
successful steward in farm operations takes a watchful eye at every turn of 
the road, and at the end the writer says there will be enough for the family. 
To a very large degree, the careful management necessary for farm opera-
tions carries over into business and ordinary living. The ultimate end for 
the conscientious Christian is approved stewardship.—Henry N. Hostel-
ler, Eastern Field Representative, Commission on Stewardship and 
Finance. 
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the Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. C. R. Burgard officiating. 
Walker-White: Bonnie, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Randy White, Port Colborne, Ont., and 
John Walker, Kirkland Lake, Ont., May 5 in the 
Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. W. 
Edward Rickman officiating. 
Obituaries 
Ball: Edna Mae Ball, born Sept. 27, 1901 in 
Granger, la., died April 16, 1984. On Jan. 4, 1929, 
she was married to Franklin Ball. She is survived 
by a son; a daughter; two grandsons; and a great-
grandchild. She was a member of the Dallas Cen-
ter Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Eric Stanton 
conducted the funeral service. Interment was in 
the Granger Cemetery. 
Bittinger: Paul W. Bittinger, Chambersburg, 
Pa., born July 17, 1907, died April 1, 1984. He was 
the son of William H. and Elizabeth Kelso Bitting-
er. He was married to Ethel Bender Bittinger who 
Messiah 
College News 
President completes 20 years 
Messiah's president, Dr. D. Ray 
Hostetter, has completed his 20th year 
at the college. In recognition of his 
strong leadership, the college Board of 
Trustees sent him and his family on a 
week's vacation right after the 74th 
annual Commencement on May 12, 
1984. 
Honor graduates 
The Class of 1984 had 251 graduates. 
Among them were the following Breth-
ren in Christ honor grads: Magna Cum 
Laude—Dawn Marie Crider (also named 
outstanding Home Economics Senior), 
John W. Kreider, Mary Ann Kreider, 
and Leslie Scott Weiand; Cum Laude— 
Tina J. Bollinger, Kimberly Jean Miller, 
and J. Melissa Rorabaugh. 
Other Brethren in Christ graduates: 
Lyle Blackketter, Sharon Brake, Dale 
Brubaker, Karen Dohner, Kirk Eberly, 
Bryon Hempy, William Hench, Jr., 
Janet Hensel, Mark Holland, Michael 
Holland, Mukuwa Kalambo, Steven 
Lehman, Colleen Lilly, Sibusiso Mpofu, 
Seth Muleya, Karen Myers, Dale Mylin, 
Lauretta Mylin, Robert Patterson, Ju-
dith Sides, Ruth-Anne Wideman, Eu-
gene Winters, Steven Witter, and Jesse 
Wolgemuth. 
Retiring 
Mr. Ray M. Zercher, Assistant Pro-
fessor of English and Fine Arts, has 
preceded him in death in 1969. He is survived by a 
son. Paul S.; two grandchildren; and a great-
grandchild. He was a member of the Chambers-
burg Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral 
service was conducted by the Revs. A. G. Bru-
baker, Ralph E. Palmer, Lester Misner, and Mer-
rell H. Kephart. Interment was in Air Hill 
Cemetery. 
Rickel: Fred F. Rickel, Upland, Ca., born Aug. 
1, 1902, died May 8, 1984. He was married to 
AuRea Blumenstock who survives. Also surviving 
are two sons: Rev. Charles R. and Ralph R.; and a 
daughter, Katharyn Dunn. He was a member of 
the Alta Loma Brethren in Christ Church. The 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Gordon 
Engle and Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder. Interment 
was in Bellevue Cemetery. 
Seitz: Minnie Alice Frey Seitz, Manheim, Pa., 
born Dec. 5, 1887, died April 15, 1984, in the 
Pleasant View Rest Home. She was the daughter 
of Frederick and Alice Forry Frey. She was mar-
ried to J. Stoner Seitz who preceded her in death. 
retired from full-time teaching after 22 
years at Messiah. 
Dr. Samuel F. Wolgemuth, for many 
years Director of Youth for Christ Inter-
national, has retired from the Board of 
Trustees after 26 years of service. 
Published 
Two Messiah College professors con-
tributed articles for the newly released 
Beacon Dictionary of Theology, pub-
lished by Beacon Hill Press. 
Dr. Martin H. Schrag (right) made 
four contributions: "Excathedra," "Pac-
ifism," "Koinonia," and "Rebaptism." 
Dr. Luke Keefer, Jr. (left) wrote three 
articles: "Discipleship," "Natural Reve-
lation," and "Sign." 
A total of 157 writers, representing 41 
different colleges, universities, and sem-
inaries, contributed to this volume. 
New religion department head 
Dr. Luke L. Keefer Jr. has been 
named the new chairman of the Depart-
ment of Religion and Philosophy upon 
the retirement of Dr. Owen H. Alderfer, 
who has been nominated to serve the 
Central Conference as bishop. 
Also leaving the teaching faculty at 
Messiah is Rev. H. Frank Kipe, the 
bishop-designate of the Allegheny Con-
ference. 
She is survived by 5 daughters: Mary Millhouse, 
Irene Sides, Esther Nissley, Ruth Keller, and Alice 
Haldeman; 4 sons: F. Paul, Clayton, James, and 
Joseph; a brother; 19 grandchildren; 34 great-
grandchildren; and 5 great-great-grandchildren. 
She was the oldest member of the Manor Brethren 
in Christ Church, where the funeral service was 
conducted by Rev. John Hawbaker. Interment 
was in the Manor Cemetery. 
Stern: Rhoda M. Stern, Chambersburg, Pa., 
born Jan. 20, 1900, in Mount Joy, Pa., died April 
18, 1984. She was the daughter of Levi and Anna 
Wolgemuth Martin. She was married to Elmer 
Mellinger who preceded her in death. Her second 
husband, Jacob K. Stern, survives. Also surviving 
are 2 sons: Martin Mellinger and Jacob Stern Jr.; 
a daughter, Ruth Knepper; 7 grandchildren; 14 
great-grandchildren; and a brother, J. Earl Martin 
Sr. She was a member of the Air Hill Brethren in 
Christ Church where the funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. Ralph Palmer and Rev. J. Earl 
Martin Sr. Interment was in the Air Hill Cemetery. 
Messiah College—Africa 
The first class at Daystar Communi-
cations in Nairobi, Kenya, is completing 
its first year. Lois Beck has been the 
Messiah College professor there this 
year. She says that "international stu-
dents receiving Messiah College training 
are doing effective work in their home 
countries." Although none has yet grad-
uated from the Daystar program, three 
Messiah graduates are now serving the 
church well in Kenya: Eunice Wanjema 
'72, Tito Banda '77, and Joseph Kamau, 
a recent graduate. Lois concludes, "In 
the future, as our program at Daystar 
increases, we will surely be able to train 
even more African Christians for the 
work of God's kingdom." 
Dr. H. David Brandt, Academic Dean 
at Messiah, recently visited Daystar for 
the second time. He says, "I believe that 
baccalaureate education in a Christian 
framework is something that Africans 
need and want. It is crucial that the 
program be distinctly African and not a 
copy of our Grantham program. This 
will be insured only as more and more of 
the teaching faculty are African to com-
plement the African leadership both on 
the board and the administration. 
"I see a lot of progress at Daystar 
since my first visit. Facilities have im-
proved (new chapel), and at least a basic 
curriculum is in place. Good personnel 
have moved into positions of leadership, 
giving improved administration of the 
institution. 
"Much still needs to happen for Day-
star to become a mature educational 
institution. My hope is that Messiah will 
be the catalyst, allowing Daystar to 
become a strong, African, Christian 
institution of higher education." 
July 1984 27 
dialogue 
A question of civic 
responsibility 
This past Fourth of July brought to 
mind an inconsistency occurring in this 
country (USA) today. The principles 
and concepts guiding our forefathers as 
they drew up the documents which 
brought this country into existence as a 
democracy are being systematically 
weakened by governing decisions that 
ignore or even oppose those very princi-
ples and concepts. The constitution is 
based on a set of values which our fore-
fathers held to be strong, proven, and 
enduring. And well they might, as the 
origin of these values come from the 
Word of God. 
Yet we see decisions handed down by 
our courts with uncomfortable frequency 
which have the effect of denying God the 
place in the government of this country 
that he was originally accorded by the 
founding fathers. It was this very depen-
dence on God which caused this country 
to grow to the position of a world leader 
quickly. It is still thought of as a Chris-
tian nation today. However, that thought 
is less and less merited with each of these 
"decisions" which increase the separa-
tion from God. 
Furthermore, each time we permit a 
decision to be handed down which pre-
vents public acknowledgement of our 
dependence on God, the fabric of our 
future is weakened. Our young people 
who will be the future leaders are not 
having the opportunity to learn the 
value of worship, praise, and prayer in 
the guidance of public affairs. If they do 
not learn and understand the absolute 
truths which the Word of God teaches, 
they will also fail to understand the 
values, principles and concepts which 
built this country. They cannot be held 
accountable for the poor decisions they 
may and will make in the future. We are 
the ones to be held accountable. The 
past 50 years have seen the greatest dete-
rioration of moral principles and con-
cepts in the government of this country, 
and it is accelerating! How long will it 
take with the present momentum to 
complete the erasure of God from all 
public institutions and practices? 
It is true that the Constitution calls 
for a separation of church and state. But 
that did not mean that God did not exist 
in the government of this great country. 
That statement was made to prevent a 
government-directed church as had oc-
curred in England from time to time, 
and to prevent a church-dominated 
government which had frequently oc-
curred in countries where the Roman 
Catholic Church openly or covertly con-
trolled the government. That "separa-
tion" helped to guarantee the individual 
the freedom and the right to worship or 
not worship as he chose. It also guaran-
teed that he would not be forced to wor-
ship in a particular manner by either the 
church or state. 
This country is based on a balance of 
the freedom of the individual and the 
will of the majority. The courts have 
been leaning dangerously in favor of the 
individual and at the same time sacrific-
ing the will (and rights) of the majority. 
The individual's right to abstain or 
absent himself from a majority's desire 
for public worship, praise, and prayer is 
his guaranteed right. But that does not 
accord the individual the right to deny 
the majority's desire. 
Where do the Brethren in Christ in 
particular, and committed Christians in 
general, fit into this "Question of Civic 
Responsibility"? I believe that a defini-
tion of "Separation" is where we fit into 
this question. 
We believe that we are to be separate 
from the world. We are part of God's 
kingdom and not part of the worldly 
desires and practices which surround us 
every day. Should this mean that we are 
freed from the responsibility for the way 
in which our country is run? The Apos-
tle Paul claimed his rights as a Roman 
citizen. It seems apparent that Paul 
believed in and supported an orderly 
process of government and the individ-
ual's rights within that government. As 
citizens of this country (or as citizens of 
any country), what responsibility do we, 
the Brethren, and other Christians have 
to their government? Jesus taught us to 
obey civil authority, providing it is not 
requiring us to violate God's law. We are 
also instructed to be peaceful in our rela-
tionship to the governing authority. 
We live in a country where the govern-
ment is "for the people, of the people, 
and by the people." We are the govern-
ment. How should we as Brethren re-
spond to that fact? Should we (in all 
seriousness) be conscientious objectors 
to being part of the government? How 
should we respond to being good stew-
ards of all that God has put in our care? 
Does this just cover what is commonly 
thought of as personal property, or does 
it extend all the way to doing our part in 
the governing of a country where, by 
definition, we are part of the govern-
ment? 
Our Lord commanded us to spread 
the gospel. Does that include providing 
and supporting an environment where 
more can and will listen with "ears that 
hear"? Can we be true and sincere to our 
commitment to holiness living and par-
ticipate in our government to the degree 
that we make every peaceful effort to 
provide a land where God's Word will 
be preached, shared and taught? How 
long will we be able to furnish and sup-
port missionaries to the rest of the world 
if God as the cornerstone of this country 
is removed? 
Brethren, I regret that I do not know 
the answers to these questions. I am as 
yet a novice as a disciple of Christ and 
unlearned in the Scriptures. I entreat the 
Holy Spirit to guide and provide the 
wisdom as I follow our Lord in the path 
of holiness. Some of our brothers and 
sisters have walked closely with the 
Lord and gained great wisdom. Perhaps 
the answers to these questions, which 
are beyond my grasp, have simple 
answers which can be shared. 
I look forward to your support in this 
matter, either as a reply through the 
Evangelical Visitor or a personal reply 
to my home. 
Peter H. von Keyserling 
R.D. 1, Box 370 
Millersburg, PA 17061 
Observations of a Pilgrim 
Many things about Christianity are 
truly amazing. My dictionary tells me 
that amazing means surprising or aston-
ishing. It is clear then why this word has 
so often been used to describe God's 
love for us. We sing of amazing grace, 
amazing love, and of standing amazed 
in the presence of Jesus. It truly is amaz-
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ing that God would love us enough to 
forgive us for all of our sins and seek to 
establish a relationship with each of us. 
Another amazing thing about Chris-
tianity is the way the church, which is 
supposed to be united as the body of 
Christ, can proclaim such conflicting 
messages as we are currently witnessing. 
I receive mail from a number of promi-
nent Christian ministries and churches, 
and depending on which one I listen to, I 
discover it is my Christian obligation to 
favor a huge military build-up in the 
United States to deter the spread of 
communism, or that I must favor a 
nuclear freeze to prevent a nuclear holo-
caust. I am told by some that as a Chris-
tian I must be politically conservative, 
while others insist I must be politically 
liberal. Some say that as a Christian I 
must ardently oppose "godless commu-
nism" wherever it raises its ugly head, 
but another group tells me I must 
oppose "imperialistic capitalism" which 
our country supports in oppressive ways 
worldwide. 
Satan has had amazing success at 
polarizing Christians on these and many 
other issues. I do not question the sincer-
ity of the ministers and other Christian 
leaders who hold such opposing views, 
but I do believe it is time to work for 
unity in the body of Christ. In this article 
I want to share some observations which 
I trust will shed more light than heat on 
this already violatile discussion. Per-
haps an ensuing dialogue among us will 
cause each of us to examine our own 
beliefs and biases, and learn to appre-
ciate and accept others who are different. 
I have always been (or wanted to be) 
an activist. Perhaps this is why I feel an 
urge to speak out at this time. Frankly, I 
am tired of all the current emphasis on 
politics in Christianity, and at times I 
would like to escape completely and 
believe that the church has no place in 
politics. I certainly can respect those 
who reach such a conclusion on biblical 
grounds. However, in my own world 
(where I work, play, live) I am fre-
quently confronted by Christians of dif-
ferent persuasions who become commit-
ted to various causes and encourage my 
participation also. This has caused quite 
a bit of confusion for me (and many 
others), so I began to sort through my 
own experiences and beliefs to find a 
position which would satisfy me as 
being faithful to my calling as a Chris-
tian living in America. These observa-
tions I share with you, not as an expert, 
but rather as a pilgrim who is still on the 
way. 
I began my interest in politics as a 
conservative, back in 1960. At the ripe 
old age of seven I became a Republican 
because my Dad was. (Actually, I found 
out several years later that he was a 
Democrat who voted for Nixon that 
year because he did not like Kennedy.) 
In 19641 carried a Gold water poster up 
and down my street to persuade voters 
to vote the right way. 
My consciousness of war/peace issues 
began in the next presidential election. I 
supported the peace candidate, Richard 
Nixon, because I was told that all the 
wars of this century had been fought 
with Democratic presidents. Surely that 
meant that the Republican party was the 
party for peace. 
The social turmoil of the late 60's and 
early 70's opened my eyes to "reality" 
and I discovered that the Democratic 
party was the true party of peace. The 
Kent State shootings, Woodstock rock 
festival, and the escalating war in Viet 
Nam worked together to make me a 
crusader against the establishment. 
When I went to college I was able to 
discover "indisputable" evidence to sup-
port my already established prejudice 
against status quo America. In George 
McGovern I found a presidential candi-
date who promised to right the wrongs I 
saw in this country. But when he was 
soundly defeated by Nixon in 1972, I 
gave up hope for America, realizing that 
power and "honor" were more impor-
tant than peace and justice. 
After mellowing considerably during 
the mid-70's, I had the extreme misfor-
tune to have my candidate elected in 
1976. I had such high hopes for this 
"born again" president who preached 
justice and human rights, but saw how 
the reality of the political world can 
bring to naught much of the idealism of 
any candidate. I also discovered how 
much easier it is to criticize a president 
who beat your favorite challenger than 
it is to defend your man if he wins. 
Although I still defend much of what 
Carter was trying to accomplish, I devel-
oped a cynicism about using the "sys-
tem" to bring about change for the 
good. If his ideals could become so cor-
rupted by power, maybe it was simply 
unrealistic to expect improvement 
through politics. 
Then came the rise of the "religious 
right" in 1980. This perhaps more than 
any other factor made me question the 
wisdom of trying to force "Christian" 
principles on government. It is one thing 
to tell government that they must follow 
my "Christian" principles, but when my 
political adversaries use the same tactics 
and rationale to push their agenda for 
"Christian" action, then things get con-
fusing. As I listened to this new political 
force call the nation to repentance in a 
variety of areas, I began to realize how 
my own understanding of "Christian" 
principles had been molded by liberal 
politics in the same way their's had been 
molded by conservative ideals. I had 
worked for peace and human rights 
while ignoring other evils such as abor-
tion, government waste, and the rising 
acceptance of immorality. 
Thus at the ripe old age of thirty, I 
find myself advocating yet another posi-
tion, a way I see as rising above the 
trappings of partisan politics so preva-
lent today. Instead of aligning itself with 
the political left or right in order to bring 
about social change in America, the 
church can demonstrate to the world the 
wisdom of God's word by our relation-
ships and lifestyles in the kingdom of 
God. We can model a biblical lifestyle as 
a body, and eradicate the evils in Amer-
ica by helping sinners be changed by 
Christ rather than by outlawing sin. As 
participants in a democracy, it is cer-
tainly not inappropriate to speak pro-
phetically to our government about 
moral issues. In doing so, however, let 
us be careful that we speak clearly for 
biblical truth and justice without parrot-
ing the arguments of either the political 
right or left. 
These are my concerns, arising out of 
my observation of my own life. What 




invited for Dialogue 
and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers Re-
spond (letters to the editor) are encour-
aged to be concise. Letters may be short-
ened. All letters must be signed. Oc-
casionally we may decide to withhold 
names due to special circumstances. 
Longer contributions are welcomed 
for Dialogue, a forum for readers to 
express their opinions on a broad range 
of topics relevant to the mission of the 
church and to living the Christian life. 
Since each article or letter represents 
the view of the writer, they do not 
necessarily reflect the official position 
of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
July 1984 29 
Ones'tnyus 
Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you . . . will tell you 
everything that is happening here. 
Colossians 4:9 
Dear Paul: 
This month is an exciting one for the 
church here, for it is the time of their 
great assembly. Representatives from all 
the congregations come together at one 
place for making decisions on church 
business and also for inspiration and 
fellowship. It is a great time, and excite-
ment runs high. 
It is especially true this year, for the 
new hymnal (they put their hymns and 
songs in one big volume), which has 
been in the making for some time, is 
being introduced. And Paul, the church 
here loves to sing! You ought to hear the 
people sing. Just listening to them lifts 
one to the very heavens! So developing a 
new hymnal is an important thing. 
The leaders feel it is necessary to con-
sider a new hymnal every 20 years or so. 
They say that the freshness and vitality 
gained through this is well worth the 
effort and expense involved. Each new 
hymnal gets better and more interesting, 
for new songs and new ideas are always 
surfacing. So there is greater variety in 
harmonization, descants, and keys in 
each new addition. I, for one, am antici-
pating this new hymnal. 
It is true, no doubt, that upgrading 
and updating can bring fresh life and 
meaning, and new ways of communicat-
ing can be better than some of the old 
ways. But some of those old songs are 
great. There is one, Paul, that really de-
scribes a conversion experience like yours 
on the Damascus Road. Had the song 
been written in your day, you would 
have sung very heartily: "What a won-
derful change in my life has been wrought, 
since Jesus came into my heart." How 
can anyone improve on that? Or those 
songs with substance which teach wor-
shipers theology as they sing them, like 
"Jesus, Thou Mighty Lord" and "The 
Comforter Has Come." Substance is 
lacking in some of the modern songs 
which speak about "good to be loved" or 
"feeling better than I used to feel." There 
is a fascination in some of the tunes and 
people like to sing them. We should 
keep singing them—sometimes. 
Hopefully, this great assembly will 
show how exciting and fresh the grand 
old hymns can be, when sung in the 
Spirit and with understanding, and also 
teach appreciation for the newer songs. 
One more thing. What kind of a song 
did you and Silas sing when you were in 
the Philippian jail? This question came 
to my mind when I was with a group of 
believers some time ago. We sang, "All 
Hail the Power of Jesus' Name." A 
woman with small children was there, 
whose husband had deserted her. In 
spite of this her face shone with God's 
peace as she sang. A husband and wife 
whose children had stopped coming to 
church also sang with joy and fervancy. 
There were suffering, but the singing of 
the hymn lifted their spirits and gave 
hope. You and Silas were suffering too, 
yet you sang songs of rejoicing that 
night. 
Singing in our churches is a vital part 
of worshiping God. It expresses joy and 
praise. It also calms the troubled heart 
and gives reassurance of God's grace. 
Do you see why there is excitement 
about the new hymnal and the singing 
from it at this great assembly? I am sure 
it will swell like a great paean to heaven. 
—Onesimus 
Do you know someone—a member or regular attender of a 
Brethren in Christ Church—who is striving to be Christlike and 
whose story would be of interest to our readers? Then you will want 
to enter this writing contest. 
The deadline for submitting a manuscript (which may range from 
600 to 1,500 words) is October 15. 1984. All entries must be true, 
unpublished articles, and must have the approval of the subject of the 
article. The contest entry form outlines additional requirements. 
The decision of the judges will be based on both the quality of 
writing and the uniqueness and interest to readers of the person 
featured. Three cash prizes ($50, $25. and $15) will be awarded. In 
addition, these three prize winners will receive a year's free subscrip-
tion to the Visitor. 
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30 Evangelical Visitor 
editorial 
I've been getting a double dose of Ephesians 
lately. Since Paul's letter is the scriptural focus for 
General Conference, I've been editing several Vis-
itor articles based on the book. And a Bible study/ 
sharing group of which Linda and I are members 
is just starting to study Ephesians. 
Chapter one is really marked up in my old King 
James study Bible—long-remembered phrases 
like "accepted in the beloved" and "sealed with 
that Holy Spirit of promise" underlined in blue. 
But digging into Ephesians this time in the New 
International Version means that those familiar 
verses take on additional richness as I read them in 
a modern translation, providing even more insight. 
And what encouragement I've found as I read 
again about God blessing us "with every spiritual 
blessing," choosing us "to be holy and blameless," 
adopting us "as his sons through Christ Jesus." 
Paul can scarcely contain himself as he writes 
about "grace, freely given . . . lavished on us, 
with all wisdom and understanding." 
Last Friday evening, having had my spirits 
lifted by reviewing chapter one after "one of those 
days" at the office, I remarked in our Bible study 
group that this chapter certainly should be of great 
encouragement to persons who found themselves 
"down" (not sure if God's "master plan" was in 
fact working), or who were hesitant to risk taking 
some step of faith in their spiritual journey. And, 
knowing that some people get nervous when ref-
erence is made to some of Paul's terms, such as 
"predestined," I made the passing comment that 
we of course need to guard against presuming on 
God's grace (misinterpreting God's grace as license 
to be deliberately careless and undisciplined in our 
Christian life). 
Another member of the group responded that 
f rom her perspective, there isn't much danger of 
people in our church presuming on God's grace. 
Antidote for timidity 
In fact, she said, too many people seem to be 
immobilized, afraid to do much of anything of 
significance for fear they will fail, make a mistake, 
and thereby anger God and lose fellowship with 
him. 
Her comment reminded me of a conversation 
with a friend nearly ten years ago. Reflecting on 
the congregation in which he grew up, he said 
something like this: "The people in my church 
seemed to be holding on to their faith with their 
fingertips, afraid that at any moment, it might slip 
away from them." 
Certainly there are times when Paul's admoni-
tion to "work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling" (Philippians 2:12) is very appropriate. 
And his counsel to the Corinthian church is 
always a good reminder: "If you think you are 
standing firm, be careful that you don't fall!" (1 
Corinthians 10:12). 
But I am equally convinced that there are many 
Christians—conscientiously and commendably 
seeking to avoid committing any mistakes in their 
spiritual walk—who need to immerse themselves 
in the great truths of Ephesians 1 as an antidote to 
an excessive spiritual timidity which is stifling 
their joy, constricting their growth, and limiting 
their ministry. 
For those of us who may be experiencing to 
some degree this kind of spiritual timidity, Paul 
prays: 
. . . that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know the 
hope to which he has called you, the riches of 
his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his 
incomparably great power for us who be-
lieve" (1:18-19). 
Ephesians 1, my friend, is tremendously liberat-
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the contemporary scene 
Columnist has suggestions 
to improve seminaries 
PHILADELPHIA (EP)—Joseph Bayly, long-
time Eternity columnist, wants to see a 
change in the way people are prepared for 
the ministry. "One huge problem in the 
church is that in preparing men and women 
for ministry we have followed the Roman 
Catholic pattern of scholastic training rather 
than Jesus' training of the Twelve. About the 
only way we've followed his example is in the 
three-year training period," writes Bayly,. 
Bayly, known as a feisty observer of the 
evangelical scene, describes a wise and gifted 
pastor with many years of experience who is 
kept out of the teaching profession because 
he doesn't have the right "union card": a 
Ph.D. "I do not believe professors in our 
evangelical seminaries are much different in 
their teaching methods and in modeling for 
their students than professors in university 
graduate schools." 
He suggests two changes—one conserva-
tive, one radical. First, "appoint experienced 
but not-holding-a-union-card men and wom-
en" to "in-residence" professorial status. "1 
have a hunch that churches or missionary 
societies would gladly give up the likes of 
Chuck Swindoll or Clayton Bell for a semes-
ter or two for such a strategic ministry. They 
might even pay his salary," Bayly said. The 
second solution is even more radical. "Turn a 
couple of seminaries into discipleship schools 
with . . . shared ministries and homes." 
Pravda editorial admits 
religion persists in Russia 
MOSCOW (EP)—According to a front-
page editorial in Pravda, religious belief and 
ritual persist here despite all efforts to con-
vert the nation's 170 million citizens to the 
official state doctrine of atheism. 
The Communist Party newspaper said the 
blame for communism's failure to wipe out 
religion must be borne by incompetent prop-
agandists. It called for more intensive "edu-
cational work" through broadcasting and 
publications. 
The editorial seemed to admit that even 
youthful Soviets are attracted to religion, 
noting that many young parents have their 
babies baptized and attend church. Pre-
viously, when Soviet communism has offi-
cially acknowledged the existence of religion 
in Russia, religious belief has been character-
ized as archaic superstition held mostly by 
the aged. The editorial expressed confidence 
that communism will eventually overcome 
all vestiges of religion, however, saying that 
the decline of religion in Russia is inevitable 
as socialism develops. 
Just Tom, Andy, 
Abe, Ike and Ronnie 
CAMPBELLSVILLE, Ky. (EP)—Instead 
of the Ten Commandments, quotations of 
American Presidents about the Bible are on 
display in Campbellsville public schools. A 
1980 U.S. Supreme Court decision struck 
down a Kentucky law requiring the posting 
of the Ten Commandments. When the Camp-
bellsville school district opened its new high 
school, the board of education voted to dec-
orate the walls with the words of Thomas 
Jefferson, Andrew Jackson, Abraham Lin-
coln, Dwight Eisenhower, and Ronald Rea-
gan. 
See how they 
love one another 
BURKE, Texas (EP)—Members of a fun-
damentalist church in Burke, Texas, have 
been carrying on for three years in a manner 
their neighbors consider ungodly—suing 
each other, squirting glue in the locks on 
church doors and pouring olive oil in the 
organ. 
Two factions are fighting in court for con-
trol of the little Burke Pentecostal Church 
near Lufkin, and State District Judge David 
Walker says he's had about all he can take of 
the bitter battle. 
"If I thought I had the authority, I would 
order this church sold and have it closed 
down," Judge Walker said in court recently. 
"And then I'd give the money to another 
church." 
The feud, started as a dispute over money, 
has led to so many acts of mischief that 
Angelina County Sheriff Sammy Leach Jr. 
said he had all but washed his hands of the 
congregation. 
"In the last three years we've been called 
out there 70 or 80 times," Sheriff Leach said 
March 2. "It got so bad I finally told them 
there was nothing I can do. We will not 
answer a call out there anymore unless 
somebody's bleeding." 
The congregation has dwindled over the 
last three years from 140 members to less 
than two dozen. 
Evangelical Visitor 
From the General Conference 
Convention Director . . . 
In this General Conference issue of the Evangelical Visitor, I would like 
to express sincere appreciation, on behalf of the Board of Directors and 
myself, for the excellent cooperation of the Visitor in providing space for 
announcements relating to the General Conference of 1984. 
I also want to thank the many people who have taken time to carefully 
fill in the registration forms for the Conference. These are all on file and 
should be helpful in the smooth operation of Conference registration and 
other activities. 
A final request: while things are fresh on your mind, please comment, in 
writing when possible, on ways to improve the registration process. And 
then, during or following Conference, share with me your thoughts on how 
the entertainment of General Conference could be improved. 
I wish you God's best in every way. 
. . . Paul Hostetler 
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